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L/R - Sister Augusta Ozor, Bishop Jude Arogundade (Catholic Bishop of Ondo Diocese) Sr. Monica Adeya and Judith Jatau at the
reopening of Oka Community

Reopening of
Oka Community
by Augusta Ozor SSL; Oka Akoko

A

fter much deliberation between the Provincial Leadership
Team and the Bishop of the diocese of Ondo, Rt. Rev. Jude
Arogundade, the SSL accepted to return to Oka and take up
the apostolate in the new hospital, Sancta Maria Medical Centre,
formerly St Mary’s Primary Health Centre. Sisters Monica Adeya,
Jatau Judith and Augusta Ozor moved in on Wednesday 4 January
2017.
On Thursday 5 January, Holy Mass was celebrated to welcome the
sisters and bless the convent. Indigenes of Oka, friends, associates
of the Sisters of St Louis, Priests from within Ondo diocese as well
as some other Sisters of St. Louis gathered in the hospital chapel.
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Reopening of Oka Akoko Community—continued from page 1

Bishop Jude Arogundade was
the chief celebrant. He began
his homily with the words of the
angel in Luke’s gospel, “For
nothing is impossible for God to
do.” He thanked the Sisters for
accepting to come back and
work in the new medical centre.
He tagged the period of absence
as mini sabbatical for the
Sisters.

She had dreamt that a hospital
be built in West Africa, to be
named Sancta Maria and built
close to a Marian pilgrimage
centre in honour of Our Lady in
memory of her late parents and
her only brother. The
benefactress who remained
unmarried until her death,
saved so much, gave all for this
purpose.

He went on to inform the
congregation what inspired the
building of the medical centre,
that it was through the wish
and generous donation of a poor
waitress, Johanna Schleichert,
of the Archdiocese of New York.

The Bishop challenged all to
remember that the church is
“pro-life” and that the healing
ministry undertaken in the
hospital aids in the promotion of
life. Hence, all should work and
bear in mind to always give in

their best and support the
healing ministry.
Indeed, nothing is impossible for
God. He can raise anybody to do
his work, as He used Johanna
Schleichert to support the work
of evangelisation in West Africa,
Nigeria, Oka Akoko. The
blessing and opening of the
newly renovated convent
followed afterwards.
The guests took a tour of the
convent and thanked God for
what He had done and would
continue to do in the lives of His
people.

L/R Sister Judith Jatau with Bishop Arogundade at the
commissioning of the renovated convent

A cross section of Sisters at Mass during the event

Sister Monica Adeya comes behind Bishop Arogundade
as he blesses the house

Sister Isabel Mann giving the vote of Thanks
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SSL RECEIVE DIOCESAN APPRECIATION AWARD
by Anthonia Eneanya SSL; Akure

Group photograph of Sisters and Novices present with the award plaque
after the event INSET: Sister Isabel Mann receives the award for the Province

T

he Nigeria Province of the
Sisters of St. Louis was the
third on the list of awardees
at the celebration of one hundred
years of Catholicism in the Catholic
Diocese of Ondo on Tuesday,
January 10, 2017 at Mary Queen of
Angels Catholic Church, Akure,
Ondo State. The event which
started with the sacrifice of the
Holy Mass had his lordship, Rt.
Rev. Dr. Jude Ayodeji Arogundade,
the Catholic Bishop of Ondo
Diocese, as the chief celebrant. A
major highlight of the day’s events
was the commissioning of 21
catechists.
The Sisters of St. Louis bagged
the award title “The first female
religious congregation to arrive
and pioneer, continuously, the
propagation of the Catholic
Faith in the areas of Education
and Healthcare apostolates of
the Catholic Diocese of Ondo as
well as laying the foundation
for the formation of the female
religious life in the diocese”.
Present to receive the award on
behalf of the Province were Sisters
Isabel Mann, the Provincial Leader,
Patricia Egbebulem and Monica
Adeya in company of many other

sisters. The other awardees
include: The Society for African
Missions (SMA), De La Salle
Brothers, Order of St. Augustine,
Medical Missionaries of Mary,
Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus,
Immaculate Heart Sisters,
Daughters of Mary Mother of
Mercy, Salesians of Don Bosco,
Sisters of St. Michael the
Archangels, Daughters of Charity,
The laity of the Catholic Diocese of
Ondo, The Catechists and the
Diocesan Clergy.
Taking his reflection from the
Gospel of the day, Fr. Anthony
Adewale Ojo in his homily said that
the day’s celebration tagged
“celebrating our heroes in faith”
relates to the Gospel story of the
sower. A sower he said, must be
generous and be ready to sow
wherever he or she finds him or
herself. He added that all
missionaries who have in one little
way or the other worked in Ondo
diocese have all sown good seeds
whose fruits are being enjoyed by
those who are alive.
Speaking at the event, the
bishop expressed his utmost
gratitude to everyone present at the
occasion. He commended the

missionaries who have worked in
Ondo diocese for the seed of
goodness sown all over the diocese.
He recalled that the various
apostolates put in place by the
missionaries have helped to build a
strong foundation for humanity. He
was full of praise of the Catechists
whom he called “the salt, beauty
and joy of the diocese”. He thanked
them for promoting the faith in the
diocese. He further charged them
with the responsibility of
continuing to sow good seeds.
Finally, he thanked the Bishop
Emeritus, Rt. Revd. Dr. Francis
Alonge, for being a father and for
his tireless efforts even in his old
age in seeing to the good of the
diocese.
The occasion was graced with
the presence of priests, religious
and the lay faithful of the diocese.
There was great feasting by all who
were present at the event.
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ANOTHER
CHRISTMAS
CANTATA!
by Orunmoluyi Veronica SSL; Bida
‘Feliz Navidad!’ Staff of St. Louis N/P School Bida singing Christmas carol
In December 2016. Sr. Judith Ahuna leads; Sr. Veronica Orunmoluyi
appears at the rear right

T

hursday 15 December 2016
was yet another memorable
day for St. Louis Nursery
and Primary School, Bida, Niger
State, as pupils, parents, staff and
well-wishers, Christians and
Muslims alike, came together to
celebrate the birthday of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
The D-day which the pupils
had looked forward to began at
9.30am and ran through till
12.30pm. The Nursery section
welcomed their parents with
Christmas rhymes. Of course,
they all sang beautifully,
operating on different musical
keys! Primary 1 and Primary 2
pupils presented carols which
included the 12 Days of
Christmas. Primary 3 and
Primary 4 pupils presented the
Seven Lessons which had at its
interludes some Advent songs.
The Seven Lessons mostly spoke
of readings that had to do with the
promise of the Messiah, starting
from the Old Testament and
bringing the promise to fulfilment

in the New Testament.
Primary 5 and Primary
6 pupils entertained all
present with a
beautiful and wellperformed play on the
birth of Christ.
The school choir
and the choreography
Pupils of the school acting the Nativity story
club were not left out
in their unique,
captivating and soul
The assistant Parish Priest of
touching presentations. Despite
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Rev.
all the hard work behind the
Fr. Sunday Ajibo, was in
curtain, the amiable and
dedicated teaching and nonattendance and gave us a
Christmas message which invited
teaching staff were not left out as
us to prepare for the Lord’s
they entertained all seated with
coming at Christmas and surely at
the songs: First Noel and Feliz
Navidad. Everyone appeared in
the end of time. He challenged us
to extend hands of fellowship to
the “aso-ebi” Christmas attire
the poor people around us as
specially bought and sewn for the
Christmas is a season of sharing
occasion.
in the spirit of love and peace.
The special choir was
In a twist of events, the
conducted by no other person but
children were visited by two
the Headmistress, Sr. Ahuna
Fathers Christmas. According to
Judith while “Joy to the World”
the master of ceremony, one came
was sung by all present. It was a
from Rome and the other was
melodious echo to hear!
—continued on page 5
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CHRISTMAS PARTY AT
OUR LADY CATHOLIC HOSPITAL,
ISEYIN
by Augusta Ozor SSL; Oka Akoko

I

n the spirit of the celebrations
of the yuletide season, the staff
of Our Lady Catholic Hospital
Iseyin, Oyo State, gathered on
Friday 23 December 2016 to give
thanks and praise to God who had
seen them through the year and to
welcome the New Born King.
Praise renditions filled the air as
all members of staff present sang
various choruses to praise God.
The Matron, Sr. Agnes Adeluyi
SSL, in her speech thanked God
the source of all strength who has
given wisdom to man to continue
in the healing ministry. She also
applauded the efforts of all staff
members who had contributed
their quota in the course of the
year to the care of the sick and to
the growth of the institution. She
encouraged them not to relent but
put in their best always and do so
with their entire heart in the work.
Dr. Jack, the Medical Director of
the hospital, also encouraged them

all to always give their best in
whatever service they are engaged
in because good works always
speaks for itself and pays off in the
long run. “The good you do will
always come back to you,” he
admonished.
The staff rendered Christmas
songs both in Yoruba and English.
They also performed a play
entitled “ITELORUN”, meaning
contentment, to drive home the
Christmas message. We were all
aware of the pervasive economic
hardship in the country and need
to be content with the little one
could afford for the season.

Sisters Martina Ariyo and Agnes Adeluyi with
guests at the high table

The staff of the hospital in performance

Finally, it was time to reveal the
invisible friends chosen at the
outset of the Advent Season with
exchange of gifts among them.
Staff members who worked
exceptionally hard within the year
also received rewards. It was a
joyous day for all present.
Sr. Agnes Adeluyi exchanges a gift with her
‘visible friend’

Another Christmas Cantata—continued from page 4
simply described as “Papalolo”.
These were accompanied by
Banny and Ben 10. You can
imagine the excitement that
charged the air as the children
sighted them. They danced for and
with the children and they were
later led to a one-in-town
gorgeously decorated room and
every pupil visited them in this
room with each getting a parcel of
Christmas gift from these
terrestrial-celestial beings. Waoh!
What an interesting time for
senior pupils but a fearful time for
many Nursery pupils. An
interesting time indeed!
Meanwhile, Wednesday 28
December 2016 marked the
annual Christmas Party for
children in the neighbourhood. In
fact, from 25 December, the
children came to our gate daily in

anticipation
of this special
day and
perhaps a
way of
reminding
the sisters
not to forget
their party.
About 100
children were
in attendance
with few
parents. It
was almost a
whole day
celebration.
A cross section of the crowed of neighbourhood children at their
The children
Christmas party on 28 December
had a nice
time feasting
and dancing. Each went home
We give all Glory to God for
with a Christmas gift.
being there for us throughout the
year.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
FOR AGO-IRETI LEPER SETTLEMENT CHILDREN

Children of Ago-Ireti enjoying their meal at
the party in the novitiate

Ago-Ireti youths making a presentation

Novices entertaining the children with songs
during the party

Alice Umeh (Novice); Akure

T

he Christmas party for
children of the lepers
settlement, Ago-Ireti,
Akure, Ondo State, was held on
Tuesday 27 December 2016 in the
Novitiate of the Sisters of Louis,
Akure, Nigeria. As usual the
children were welcomed by the
hosting community, the Novitiate
Sisters, and Novices. They were
welcomed with songs of joy from

the primary school compound as
they entered through the gate into
our compound. The guests were
welcomed by the M.C., Eunice
Aranmonise. The opening prayer
was led by Sr. Margaret Yusufu.
She also addressed the children on
the values of children in the
society and why we should
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord.

After her speech, the novices
presented a special number. The
Ago-Ireti choir also presented a
special Christmas song. Later,
Father Christmas (in person of
Faustina) gave out the
community’s Christmas gifts to
the children. The celebration came
to an end at 3:00pm with a closing
prayer led by one of the children.

Christmas Visit to Juilly
by Constance DIBIE SSL; France

C

hristmas in France
is a family
celebration. It is a
moment of reunion,
sharing, laughter and
reconciliation. Those who
are alone are visited while
others who are able to
move around are invited.
As such, we (Cecilia,
Gladys, Maryjo and I) were
not left behind in this
family get-together. So, on
26 December we all left
from Grigny to Juilly to
celebrate Christmas with
our sisters – Elisabeth,
Anne, Clare and Deirdre.

combination of African and
European delicacies.
Everywhere was colourful
and beautifully decorated.
Being my first visit to
Juilly, I was the center of
attraction. I had a very
warm welcome. The sisters
had long expected me as l
was to have come for
"mobility for mission"
some years back.

The following day Tuesday
27, Cecilia, Gladys and
Caption: L to R: Sisters Cecilia, Anne, Claire, Constance
Maryjo
went back to their
(Behind) Deirdre, Elizabeth and Maryjo.
communities in Etampes
and Grigny but l stayed through to Thursday 29.
While in Juilly, l was taken round to see our origins:
We got there for lunch. As soon as we arrived we
"La salle de souvenir" (Remembrance Room), a room
were warmly received in the french greeting
where some of Louis Bautain's, Mere Thérèse de la
"Bienvenue mes soeurs! Nous sommes contente de
Croix and the other personal religious articles are
vous avoir". Meaning, welcome sisters! We are happy
kept. It was wonderful looking at them. I also visited
to have you. It was laughter and chatting all through
the tombs of our ancestors and the tomb of some of
as we had our delicious meal in the villa, a
our sisters who lived in Juilly.
—continued on page 8
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Scenes from Christmas Celebrations
ACROSS THE PROVINCE

Owo community: L-R: Sisters Rita-Mary Buseni, Angela Ogu,
Christiana Ibiang, Bridget Shekara, Grace Iwok,
Theresa Peter Sheyin and Monica Ibrahim cutting
their Christmas cake

Zonkwa Communities: L- R: Sisters Bukola Familade,
Christiana Addeforiti, Ann Amadi (Front) Esther Akpa and
Perpetua Oloba in their traditional attires for Christmas

John Mary Remilekun

Ochuba Christopher Ogechi

Ondo State

Imo State

Juliet Chidimma Megwa

Imo State

Pam Esther Cheng
Plateau State

Joan Samuel Swanta
Kaduna State
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Christmas Visit to Juilly—continued from page 6

Having spent these few days in Juilly with our
sisters, it was time to say goodbye. We all know how
difficult it is to say goodbye. I remember sister
Elisabeth (she lives in the villa, she is 85 years but
still very active) saying: Constance, " Il faut que vous
garder cette maison. On compte sur vous." (It is
necessary that you keep this house. We count on
you). It was a very deep message.

to the park and waited till the train departed before
leaving for home. It was a beautiful and inspiring
experience. May the Lord continue to keep and bless
them.
Thank you sisters for all that you are doing in Juilly.
May your strength not fail you. Amen.

So after lunch amidst laughter, gifts and jokes with
the four of them, sisters Anne and Elisabeth took me

Sr Constance chatting with Sisters Anne, MarJo, Claire, Elisabeth
and Deirdre

Sisters MaryJo, Gladys and Elisabeth at the table

Salle de
souvenir
(Remembrance
Room)

Sisters Gladys, Constance and MaryJo pose with the model of a Sister
in the beginnings
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Grave of Mother
Thérèse de la Croix

Grave of Abbe Louis
Bautain

The Pope & the Church

by Anthonia Eneanya SSL,
Ibadan

Be courageous – Pope Francis tells Christians

T

he Holy Father – Pope Francis has called on all
Christians to be courageous, anchored in hope
and capable of enduring dark moments. This
invitation was made during the morning Mass on
Tuesday, 17 January 2017 at the Casa Santa Marta.
According to Vatican Radio, the Pope said that lazy
Christians, are rather stationary, and for them, the
Church is a good parking spot.
Taking his reflection from the Letter to the Hebrews,
the Holy Father held that the life of a Christian is a
“courageous life.”

“This is today’s message: hope, that hope that
doesn’t disappoint, that goes beyond. And he [the
Author of the Letter to the Hebrews] says: a hope
that ‘is a sure and firm anchor for our life.’ Hope
is the anchor: We threw it, and we are clinging to
the cord, but there, but going there. This is our
hope. There’s no thinking: ‘Yes, but, there is
heaven, ah, how beautiful, I’m staying…’ No. Hope
is struggling, holding onto the rope, in order to
arrive there. In the struggle of everyday, hope is a
virtue of horizons, not of closure! Perhaps it is the
virtue that is least understood, but it is
the strongest. Hope: living in hope,
living on hope, always looking forward
with courage. ‘Yes, Father – anyone of
you might say to me – but there are
ugly moments, where everything seems
dark, what should I do?’ Hold onto the
rope, and endure.”

“Spending your
whole life
in retirement
is ugly.”

“Lazy Christians, Christians
who do not have the will to go
forward, Christians who don’t
fight to make things change,
new things, the things that
would do good for everyone, if
these things would change. They are lazy,
“parked” Christians: they have found in the
Church a good place to park. And when I say
Christians, I’m talking about laity, priests,
bishops… Everyone. But there are parked
Christians! For them the Church is a parking
place that protects life, and they go forward
with all the insurance possible. But these
stationary Christians, they make me think of
something the grandparents told us as
children: beware of still water, that which
doesn’t flow, it is the first to go bad.”

What makes Christians courageous, the Pope added, is
hope. On the other hand, “lazy Christians” don’t have
hope, they are in retirement, the Pope said. It is
beautiful to go into retirement after many years of
work, but, he warned, “spending your whole life in
retirement is ugly!” Hope, on the other hand, is the
anchor that we cling to in order to keep fighting, even
in difficult moments:

Finally, the Pope asks: What kind of Christian am I?
“Let us ask ourselves the question: How am I?
How is my life of faith? Is it a life of horizons, of
hope, of courage, of going forward; or a
lukewarm life that doesn’t even know to
endure ugly moments? And that the Lord
might give us the grace, as we have requested
in the Collect [Opening Prayer], to overcome
our selfishness, because parked Christians,
stationary Christians, are selfish. They look only
at themselves, they don’t raise their heads to
look at Him. May the Lord give us this grace.”

Who am I?
How is my life
of faith?

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/01/17/pope_christians_are_not_parked_but_rather_courageous/1286261
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Deepening GC 2015 Calls

Telling Our Story 8
by Josephine Tiav SSL

W

e spent last year on the Chapter Call:
‘Telling Our Story’. A brief recap will show us
that we have achieved quite a lot. We began
the year by working in our various Provincial Areas on
segments of our St. Louis Story within the context of
the creation story, after the input on the rubrics of how
to tell a good story, as outlined below:
● Akure Area: The origins to foundations in
Monaghan

concise manner of learning our history and committing
it to memory! The students of Louisville Girls High
School, Ijebu-Itele, Ogun State, had gladly exclaimed
“Oh why didn’t we learn this song before taking the
test!” after their General Paper Test (which is a test of
knowledgon Assembly Presentations and which
normally includes St. Louis history and charism) last
session. They were referring to the song ‘Sint Unum’. I
gathered that the parents really enjoyed the students’
rendition of ‘Sint Unum’ at the Christmas Cantata too! I
can as well say bravo to Louisville for moving the
initiative further on Telling our Story!

● Gwagwalada Area: Monaghan to Ghana,
Nigeria, California, Brazil
● Ibadan Area: Foundation in Nigeria to
Integration
● Lagos Area: After Integration to date
The Telling Our Story project culminated in creative
presentations of our story at the Refresher-Renewal
Course 2016. The best part was the release of songs
composed by our rising musicians in the Province:
Sisters Clara Azubuike with ‘Tell a Story’ and Esther
Akpa with ‘Sint Unum’. The songs are a very easy and

While we move on to consider the next Chapter Call:
Mission Statement, in this column, I urge you to keep
alive the Telling Our Story initiative. Remember the
individual commitments we made at March 2016 Area
Assemblies? Can you still remember yours? Where are
you with it? Or do you need a reminder from your PLT
Area Liaison person? Please do not hesitate to share
your progress on whatever your activity is on this
initiative. As I sign off on Telling Our Story: Chapter Call
in this column, I sincerely thank you all for your
participation in deeply reflecting and creatively staging
our most inspiring St. Louis story. I resonate with Clara
Azubuike, SSL in her song. ‘In telling our story don’t
be shy take a chance, but whatever you do, tell (I
add) a St. Louis story….’

(Archives Dames de St. Louis in Words to Live by)
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February

Birthdays
Feastdays

Together with a culture
of work, there must be
a culture of leisure as
gratification. To put it
another way: people
who work must take the
time to relax, to be with
their families, to enjoy
themselves, read, listen
to music, play a sport.
— Pope Francis

Meeting a Centenarian
by Josephine Tiav SSL

I

went to celebrate with a septuagenarian – Rt. Rev.
Hilary P. O Okeke, Bishop of Nnewi diocese and I met a
centenarian! It was awesome! He was gracious enough
to allow me take a picture with him and more still he was in
good health of mind and body. There are very few people
publicly known in the global south that are 100 years old
and still living a normal life without any health issues or
needing assisted living. He is a teacher by profession. He
was thrilled to hear that I am a teacher too. He still does his
regular exercises, walks straight with a walking stick and
wears a warm gentle smile! He actually turned 101 years
old on 2 January 2017! He was kind to entertain many
admirers that day. God bless Mr. Betrand Igbokwe!

Sr. Josephine Tiav and the Centenarian,
Mr. Betrand Igbokwe
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Grateful note
For all things
beautiful and good
and true;
for all that
Seemed not
good yet
turned to good;
For all the
sweet compulsions
of Thy grace
and chased
and tried and
wrought us
to Thy shape,
We thank Thee Lord.

22

Hurray!

in
Newsletter of Sisters of St. Louis, Nigeria Province

Happy
New
Year!
Dear Sisters & Friends,
We wish you all our
amiable readers a happy
new year 2017.
The year has begun and is already
far spent. Thanks to God Almighty for preserving
our lives.
This edition of Contact brings to our door steps
stories of various celebrations and progress
in the Province home and abroad. This is a
sign that life is not stationary.
In a very special way we congratulate all of us as our
Province clocked 22 on Saturday 21 January. We also
felicitate with Sisters Theresa Olaniyan and Sr. Christiana
Biyab who both celebrated their Silver Jubilee on 21 January
in Ibadan and Kano respectively. We’ll bring you the
combined story of the Jubilee celebrations in February issue.
May we all live to witness more celebrations in our lives as
individuals, a Province, an Institute, a Church and World.
Once again, thank you all for helping to
move on. Happy reading!

Anthonia Eneanya.

Nigeria Province
is
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Word
to Live By

“You only
live once,
but if you do
it right, once
is enough.”
’Pelumi O’Dunsin,
Chief Editor
pelumi.dunsin@yahoo.com
+234 (0)706 204 7492
CORPORATE EMAIL

Anthonia Eneanya SSL
Assistant Chief Editor
toniauc@yahoo.com
+234 (0)703 792 9969

The Communications Office now has a corporate email, sslcomm.ng@gmail.com.
Expect to get Contact and updates via the mail address regularly. Write to us too.

― Mae West

