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Celebration of God’s Goodness
at 2017 Open Day
In this Issue

Sisters, Friends and Associates: a cross section of the expanding St. Louis family at the 2017 Open Day at LGHS, Itele

— ‘Pelumi Dunsin, Ibadan

In this Issue

P

raising God, as an expression of faith in Him, was the theme of the
homily at the Thanksgiving Mass celebrated to mark the 2017
edition of the Annual Open Day of the Sisters of St. Louis held on
Saturday 17 June 2017 at Louisville Girls High School, Ijebu-Itele, Ogun
State, Nigeria.
The homilist, Rev. Fr. Peter Owolabi from Ijebu-Ode diocese, charged the
congregation to ponder the goodness of God in their lives. Punctuating
his sermon with popular praise choruses in both English and Nigerian
languages, he argued that thanksgiving fuels the knowledge of God and
encourages us to give to God more freely. ‘When we praise God, we
express our faith in Him, he maintained. Then he sang: You are God |
From the beginning to the end | There is no place for argument | You are
God | All by Yourself. He finally dismissed the congregation on the note
of another popular song, ‘What the Lord has done for me, I cannot tell it
all.’ After Mass, the congregation which comprised the Sisters, Friends
and Associates as well as the host school community, all gathered on the
school sports field for the regular sales.

● Celebration of God’s Goodness
● Songhai Leadership Academy
Batch 3 Graduation
● Sister Theresa Olaniyan
Honoured
● Three St. Louis Educationists
Attend Workshop in South Africa
● Walking into the Jubilee
● Deepening GC 2015 Calls
● Bida Zone Friends Celebrate Feast
of Sacred Heart of Jesus
● Sisters Paid Last Respect to their
Departed Loved Ones
● Gratitude
● Heart of the Matter
● The Love of God

—continued from page 2
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Cover
Open Day 2017—continued from page 1

Sr. Isabel Mann, Provincial Leader of the
SSL, Nigeria Province, exchange
pleasantries with an FSL, Prof. (Mrs)
Elizabeth Sola Ogunyemi, a St. Louis Old Girl

Friends and Associates in a group photograph after Mass

Prof. (Mrs) Elizabeth Sola Ogunyemi read a
speech on behalf of the FSL National
President

Sales on at the stands
LGHS students entertaining guests at the Open Day

The Areas: Akure, Gwagwalada,
Ibadan and Lagos were all
represented at the sales. Each of
them came with raw and readily
consumable articles native to the
area. There were light household
and cosmetic items on display too.
The school houses: Bautain,
Colmar, Louise and Therese also
had their stands, all steaming and
brimming with food and buyers. As
the sales were going on, the cohosts, Friends and the Associates of
St. Louis took the floor for fund
raising in support of the course of
the Sisters of St. Louis. The
highlight of the fundraising was

2 Contact Newsletter

when the PTA of the school made a
handsome contribution of
N1,000.000 to support the Sisters.
Dignitaries who graced the event
include the Sr. Isabel Mann,
Provincial Leader of the SSL,
Nigeria; Sr. Bridget Agum, PLT
member; Sr. Josephine Tiav, PLT
member of the SSL in charge of FSL
and Mr Philip Jato the PTA Chair of
the school. Chief Mrs Anita
Okunribido, National President of
the FSL was ably represented by
Prof. (Rtd) Mrs Elizabeth Sola
Ogunyemi, who read her speech at

the event. Other dignitaries present
include the representatives of the
national executive of the FSL and
Associates, all resplendent in their
St. Louis branded uniform attires.
Priests and St. Louis old students
were in attendance too. The
students of Louisville Girls High
School provided the side
attractions at the very successful
Open Day. Glory to God for His
goodness.
Long live FSL!
Long live Associates!
Long live Sisters of St. Louis.

Report

Sisters Catherine Adelegan and
Franca Nkwuozor pose with their
certificates

SONGHAI LEADERSHIP ACADEMY (SLA)
BATCH 3 GRADUATION CEREMONY
Songhai Leadership Academy Batch 3 graduands

I

t was indeed a memorable day
in the life of the participants of
the Songhai Leadership
Academy (SLA) Batch 3, as the six
months long leadership training
drew to a close on the 12 May
2017. The closing ceremony which
began at 3:30pm featured the
farewell addresses by the Director
of Songhai, Rev. Fr. Godfrey
Nzamujo and other
representatives, presentation of
certificates to the participants,
family photographs and
entertainment of guests later in the
day. Among the graduands were

Sisters Catherine Adelegan SSL and
Franca Nkwuozor SSL.
In his address, the director of
Songhai, Fr. Nzamujo commended
the new Songhai leaders for their
active participation all through the
training program. He was confident
that as they have been equipped
with knowledge, skill and value
system, they would impart to
society the Songhai spirit
everywhere they go.
The six-month program was aimed
at training a new pool of African
leaders beyond their specific fields
of specialization on the model
integrated agriculture of the centre.

This involved inculcating in them
the Songhai spirit (knowledge, skill
and value system) which would
enable them to strengthen the
capacity of Songhai in managing its
centres in other countries as well
as other regions of Benin. They
would also become ambassadors
of Songhai, capable of helping farm
promoters in their respective areas,
popularising the Songhai model in
tackling food shortage scourge and
encouraging food growth in Africa.
The training program was
divided into three phases namely:
observation/discovery, learning and
specialization phases. The
participants were taught how to
observe analyse, capture, channel
and use their new strength –
knowledge – to invent and advance
the development of new products
—continued on page 7

SISTER THERESA OLANIYAN HONOURED ALONGSIDE
THREE OTHER JUBILARIANS IN IBADAN NORTH DEANERY

A

ll roads led to St Gregory
Catholic Church, Moniya,
Ibadan on 10 May 2017 as
the Ibadan North Deanery
celebrated the Silver Jubilee of
Priestly Ordination of Rev. Frs.
Klaus Desch (Schoentatt), Rev. Fr.
Damian Ilodigwe (SSPP Bodija), Rev.
Fr. Stephen Nwabuike (Parish Priest
Ascension) and Silver jubilee of
Religious Profession of Rev Sr.
Theresa Funmi Olaniyan (Sisters of
St Louis). The essence was to
appreciate them and thank them

Sr. Theresa being presented with a
plaque of honour

Deanery. Each of the celebrants
told us how it has been with them
in the past 25 years. Each testified
to the fact that life has been
wonderful, challenging and
interesting. All the priests and
sisters in the deanery were present
at the occasion. The atmosphere
was filled with joy amidst different
presentations from the youth of
the parish. It was a joyous occasion
for the celebrants.

for their service to God and His
church especially in Ibadan North
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Feature
Report

Three St. Louis
Educationists
Attend Workshop
in South Africa
— Pelumi O’Dunsin
(based on the original report on
www.usb-ed.com)

T

hree St. Louis sisters:
Josephine Tiav, Getrude
Elelegu and Matilda Adeboye
were among a delegation of
leading Nigerian educationalists,
representing primary and

secondary schools, hosted by USB
Executive Development (USB-ED),
an arm of University of
Stellenbosch Business School, on a
visit to South Africa in May.
The first of its kind, the
delegation of 11 Nigerian
educationalists attended a
customised programme on
Strategic Management and
Leadership for School Leaders
presented by USB-ED in Cape
Town. USB-ED Sales General
Manager for West Africa, Toye
Abioye, was the project manager
for this programme. The
programme included modules in

Financial Management, Leadership
in the Education environment,
Effective Communication skills,
Institutional Management,
Governance and Ethics.
During the workshop, the
delegates paid a visit to Curro
Century City in Cape Town. With
Curro as South Africa’s leading
independent schools group, Curro
Century City is one of the group’s
top schools in Cape Town
operating as an inner-city school.
The aim of the visit was to observe
the class setting and ambience
during lectures, to interact and ask
questions, to see how the school is
set up in terms of school structure
arrangements and to meet with
their South African counterparts
and share ideas.
Explaining the Curro school
model to the delegation, executive

L-R: Sisters Getrude Elelegu, Josephine Tiav and Matilda Adeboye with Fr. Theophilus, Principal of Lumen Christi College, South
Africa

head of Curro Century City, Sean Friedenthal, said that
provision is made for four breaks during the day,
instead of the traditional two. Classes are also 80
minutes long as 30 minutes are simply not long
enough, while there are only 25 learners per class. The
cafeteria is the main meeting centre with teachers
gathering there first thing in morning. This gives the
parents the opportunity to also meet informally with
teachers. Teachers can also interact with parents via a
free app and can even send videos of class activities.
Preference is given to teachers who worked and
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travelled overseas and who have been exposed to
different cultures.
Jim Linskey, USB-ED General Manager for Africa,
said the visit to Curro provided the delegation with the
opportunity to further sharpen their leadership and
management skills in the area of running successful
school operations and institutions in Nigeria. For USBED the experience provided the opportunity to better
position itself to have more delegates on subsequent
programmes to be conducted in South Africa, as well as
the possibility of designing similar interventions in
Nigeria and West Africa.

Report

WALKING INTO THE JUBILEE

A cross-section of the faithful at the talks (Sr. Theresa Peter can be seen in the
foreground

— Theresa Peter, SSL

T

he diocese of Dassa Zoumé
has begun a three-year
march to jumpstart the
celebration of the Silver Jubilee of
the inauguration of the diocese of
Dassa zoumé. Founded on 10 June
1995, the diocese will turn 25 in
2020. The three-year walk towards
the jubilee is aimed at improving
the spiritual life of the Fidèle (the
faithful) of the diocese on the one
hand, and physical development
the diocese on the other hand.
The celebration of the first
edition, which was preceded by
formulated prayer to be prayed
everyday by all, began on the 9
June 2017 with a powerful and
joyful caravan from the four
corners of the diocese from
1.30pm and ended at the national
Marian Grotto where the event
took place. The programme lined
up for the two days included

stations of the cross and a talk on
the topic of the year; “Fidèle du
Christ, leve toi, prends ta part au
service de ton Église” (Christ’s
faithful, Stand Up, Take Your Place
in the Service of Your Church). The
talk charged the faithful on
knowing their Church, owning it
and claiming their position as
bonafide members of the Church,
and part of the body of Christ; not
like strangers who walk in and out
without any commitment.
The talk was followed by rosary
and candle light procession to the
sanctuary of our Lady of Arigbo, to
whom the diocese of Dassa is
dedicated. Next was the opening
Mass which was presided over by
the diocesan Vicar General, Rev.
Fr. Fortuné Badou. The evening
continued with festival of arts and
culture. The crowd was thrilled to a
variety of dance shows from the

four main tribes that make up the
diocese of Dassa, Fon, Idaasha,
TchalIfe and Tchabé. It was indeed
a beautiful evening to spend
together as brothers and sisters of
the same father. All night adoration
and confession followed till dawn.
The Mass on the D-day, 10
June, was celebrated by the Bishop
of Dassa himself, Monseigneur
François Gnambodé Gnonhossou,
SMA. He called on all the faithful of
the diocese, home and abroad, to
join hands and move the diocese
forward. He expressed optimism
that with determination from
everyone, the little efforts made will
yield good fruits with time. He
therefore encouraged everyone to
begin to dream, stand up from the
dream and be active to the glory of
God. The occasion was marked by
ordination of a priest and launching
for the first phase of diocesan
projects, a pastoral centre.
Long live the diocese of Dassa
Zoumé!
Long live the church in Bénin
Republic!!
Long live the Universal Church of
Jesus Christ!!!

The Bishop addressing the faithful
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Deepening
Feature GC 2015 Calls

FORMATION
AND WELL-BEING
FOR ALL STAGES
OF LIFE (5)
— Josephine Tiav, SSL

A

s I further reflect on this
Chapter Call and the
proceedings of the
Assemblies with CLT, I am drawn to
the phrase “inner transformation
that deepens our sense of
belonging to God” and I sense a
growing conviction that what
matters most now is the quality of
my community living underpinned
by the charism of St. Louis. I ask
myself, ‘What inner workings am I
consciously engaged in at this point
in my life?’ ‘What could better
articulate my spiritual journey at
this level’ that is evident and
reflected in community? I found
Ronald Rolheiser’s expression of
‘The Religious Fault of Mature
Adults’ quite apt. He presents the
human ‘moral struggle’ of conflict
with our natural inclinations
typically identified as the seven
capital sins in a very evolving
manner. To the progressive
religious he explains that the focus
is not whether we are sinners or not
but identifying and naming the sin.
I could easily go through my
daily examination of consciousness
gliding through the Ten
Commandments and feeling like the
Pharisee beside the publican in the
synagogue. The challenge for me
here is to go deeper within myself
and see how masked sin has
become in my intentions and
desires, and the subtle ways it
seeps through in my actions at work
and in community robbing me of
deeper union with God and
generating an indifference to the
charism of the emblem I wear
reminding me of Sr. Marian
Ambrosio’s, idp article (Living and
witnessing as women religious of
Apostolic Life) where she quotes
Pope Francis (Homily, February 2,
2015) saying that the challenge for
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us religious is to embody our
charism in religious consecration so
that our witnessing will not be
reduced to “a following without
renunciation, prayer without
encounter, community life without
communion, obedience without trust
and charity without transcendence.”
I intend to share over time
some of the excerpts from
Rolheiser on the seven deadly sins
that could inform our daily life,
which I find very helpful and
inspiring. It begins with pride.
PRIDE
Our adult life, pride manifests in our
spiritual and human maturity as
presented in the story of the
Pharisee and the Publican. We
constantly irresistibly compare
ourselves with others we perceive
we are better than and we derive a
certain sense of satisfaction we are
not like them —a hidden contempt
for their condition. Pride is nonrecognition of littleness before God
and is a denial of interrelationship
with people around us. A nonacceptance of our poverty: that we
approach the Divine and people
“with empty hands” and that all our
achievements and possessions are
ours not because of our labours
and struggles but more because of
grace and gifts from God.
Interestingly is how humility
transforms into pride, justifiable by
the gospel phrase “whoever wants
to be first must be last and be
servant of all!” So as we render
service and assume positions of
lowliness, we are elated and “nurse
the secret knowledge that our
humility is both superiority over
others and something for which we
will later be recognized and
admired.”

As we grow older, pride
becomes apparently embedded in
our actions as they match our
motives: doing the right things for
the right reasons unaware that we
are unconsciously feeding our
pride. For instance, the reason for
our charity could be the good
feeling we derive from it rather than
the genuine concern we have for
people.
This challenges the reasons
hidden in our sublime faith
activities like prayer, overcoming
temptations and charity works.
Sometimes the reasons we want to
overcome and persevere is “not
because God is defrauded. He isn’t;
it’s because we are not so beautiful
and perfect as we would like to be.
Pride brings a harsh or
condescending judgement on
others. As enlightened religious we
sometimes feel we know it all
especially in our various ministerial
roles or just by the simple garb of
the life. Do we put on an attitude
among ourselves and the world that
we “alone know how to relate to
one another, to Jesus and to the
world?” The passion is
commendable but the “pride and
judgement of others invariably
spawn an arrogance and elitism.
But God and nature conspire
together to ensure that the grind of
the years will eventually restore
humility.”

Please feel free to share
your Reflections on the
GC 2015 Calls as
introduced in this column.
The reflection is on-going on
‘Formation and Well-being
for all Stages of Life’.

Reports

FRIENDS IN BIDA ZONE CELEBRATE
THE FEAST OF SACRED HEART OF JESUS
— Mr. Justice Anurunwa & Sr. Veronica Orunmoluyi, SSL

F

riends of Sisters
of St. Louis, Bida
Zone meeting
for the month of June
was a special one.
Being held at the
resident of Mr. Henry
Gabriel wasn't what
made it special, but
the celebration of the
Feast of Sacred Heart
of Jesus.
For the family of
St. Louis in Bida, the
celebration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus began on
Friday 23 June when the Sisters renewed their vows at
the morning Mass. Being a working day, few friends
who were also members of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Society were present. The prayers for the all Sisters of
St. Louis continued at the prayer meeting of friends on
Saturday 24 June.
The 24 June meeting in Bida was anchored by the
Bida Zone Vice President of FSL, Mr Justice Nnamdi
Anurunwa. It started with an opening prayer by the
host, Mr. Gabriel followed by songs of praise by Mrs
Sarah Okeji. There was a Bible reflection from 1st
Chronicles 4:9 -10, which the moderator, Mr.
Anurunwa, titled, "What shall you be remembered for?”
We were all admonished to live a good life so that our
good works can speak for us when we must have gone
to meet our Creator. He encouraged friends to be
more committed to the cause of the Sisters as
friendship is all about love and sacrifice.
During the meeting, Sr. Veronica Orunmoluyi, the
Sister Coordinator of Friends for the zone explained to
us the significance of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Feast to
St. Louis Sisters and noted that this year, the

Bida Zone Friends and Sisters at the event

Turkenstein pact made by our ancestors: Bishop Louis
Colmar, Thérèse Brek and Louise Humann took place
220 years ago! The origin of the Sisters of St. Louis is
always traced to this spiritual pact. She gave a brief
history of the Congregation as it connects the pact to
the Founder of the Sisters of St. Louis, Abbé Louis
Bautain. May they be one (John 17:21) as
demonstrated in the exchange of crucifixes by the
three ancestors and their expression and desire of
three hearts beating as one, was a theme that touched
and stayed with the friends as they expressed and
discussed thereafter.
It was a cool and relaxing evening. Light
refreshment was served at the end of the meeting.
May our hearts truly beat as one so that together, we
can do great things for God as we support the Sisters
in the mission of Christ.
Friends! Oneness!
Oneness! Working together for Christ

Songhai Gradution—continued from page 3

and services that will cater to modern challenges.
There were 34 participants from 13 different African
countries: Mali, Niger, Togo, Uganda, Cote D’Ivorlic,
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Cameroon and Nigeria.
Songhai is indeed a school of enterprise. What we
have learnt from this program cannot be over
emphasised. We have been truly trained to be leaders
and Songhai Ambassadors, which we promise to
uphold. We therefore thank God almighty for His ever-

abiding presence in our lives, for seeing us through the
program. We also thank our Provincial Leadership
Term for the opportunity to be part of this great
training. We promise to implement all that we have
learnt from this program in making Africa great
beginning from St. Louis Nigeria Province by the special
grace of God.
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Sisters Bury their Departed Loved Ones

— Anthonia Eneanya, SSL

L

ate Mrs.
Florence
Funmilayo
Makanju, a
Sister in-law to
Sister Isabel
Man who died
on 14 April
Late Mrs. Florence
2017 was laid to Funmilayo Makanju
rest on 5 May
2017. The funeral Mass, which
attracted numerous people from all
nooks and crannies of the country
including priests and religious
especially of Abeokuta Diocese and
a good number of the Sisters of St.
Louis, was celebrated by her son,
Rev. Fr. Stephen Balogun. Also

present was the Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Abeokuta, Most
Rev Dr. Peter Odetoyinbo and the
Institute Leader of the SSL, Sr.
Winifred Ojo.
In his speech, Rev. Fr. Stephen
Balogun on behalf of the family
thanked everyone present at the
funeral especially the Sisters of
Louis whom he, in his own words,

grew up to know right from his
childhood and were very supportive
during their mother’s illness.
Late Mrs. Florence Funmilayo
Makanju died at the age of sixty-five
years. She was survived by four
children, all of whom are men. May
her gentle soul rest in perfect
peace!

— Christie Udebor, SSL

O

n 26 May 2017, the remains of
Late Chief Godwin
Nwankwo, Sr. Bridget

A cross section of religious and priests at
the wake keep

Nwankwo’s Dad, was laid to rest in his family compound, in Ishi
Ozalla, Enugu State. The funeral ceremony was well attended by
Sisters of St. Louis. Sisters from Uromi, Owo, Ewulu, Ibadan, Itele,
Zonkwa, Ondo, Akure, Lagos, Bida and two student sisters, Rachael
Alonge and Blessing Obiagwu, were in attendance.
Two tributes were read at the lying-in-state, one from the
Bishop of Uromi Diocese, Donatus Aihmiosion Ogun, OSA and the
other from Cardinal Anthony Okogie, the Bishop Emeritus Lagos
Archdiocese. The Catechist of St. Vincent Catholic Church IshiOzalla performed the Christian funeral service and Fr. Ambrose
Obaze performed the final commendation rite. May the soul of Pa.
Nwankwo Godwin Rest in Peace, Amen.

— Christie Udebor, SSL

L

ate Mama Juliana Abike Orunmoluyi,
Sr. Veronica Orunmoluyi’s Mum was laid
to rest at the Sacred Heart Cathedral
burial ground in Araromi, Akure, Ondo State on
2 June 2017. The chief celebrant at the Holy
Mass was Bishop Jude Ayodeji Arogundade and
was ably assisted by Bishops F. F. Alonge and
Michael Olatunji Fagun as well as some priests
from Akure Diocese as well as Fr. Sola Ominous
from Ekiti Diocese. There was a good
representation of the Sisters of St. Louis from
almost all the communities in the Province.
Mama Orunmoluyi , aka Iya Omo! was a
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disciplinarian,
hardworking, industrious,
diligent, energetic and
active woman during her
lifetime. Mama was a
worthy Catholic woman, a
Marian devotee, a
member of the Sacred
Heart Society, and an
example of what a mother
should be! May the angels
of God receive her soul in
paradise. Amen

Sr. Veronica Orunmoluyi burying her
mum

Miscellany

July
Birthdays
Feastdays

Many Happy returns

—

Sisters Bury their Departed Loved Ones—continued from page 8
— Sr. Christie Udebor, SSL

T

he Sisters of St. Louis joined Sister
Madeleine Ohiri and her family on 7
June 2017 as they laid their father,
Late Chief Andrew Ohiri to rest at his
compound, Uba Umuaka Village, in Njaba
LGA, Imo State. Late Chief Andrew Ohiri
died at the age of eighty-five years. May his
gentle soul rest.
From the Vatican, 24 January 2017

Sr. Angela Ogu far left and Sr.
Madeleine Ohiri by the graveside
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PROVINCIAL DESK

SISTERS OF ST. LOUIS, NIGERIA PROVINCE
‘LOUISVILLE’, P.O.BOX 22482 U.I, PLOT 9, BLOCK XVIII, KOLAPO ISHOLA GRA, IWO ROAD,
IBADAN, OYO STATE, NIGERIA
Mobile Phone: +2347053998361 E-mail: sslprov2@gmail.com

23 June 2017

Dear Sisters, Associates, Friends and Well-wishers,

GRATITUDE FOR A SUCCESSFUL
OPEN DAY 2017
On behalf of the PLT, I wish to thank you for all your efforts towards a successful
Open Day 2017. We are grateful to God for His kindness and mercy towards us;
for granting us a beautiful weather, safety to and fro the event. Where our plans
were limited, His supply was generous. He gave us hope that His Mission
entrusted to us will be sustained.
Thank you Louisville Itele: the communities, staff and students, for hosting the
event; thanks for all the preparations that made it a success. The liturgy was
inspiring and well animated. We thank particularly the parents and invited
guests who showed great solidarity by their presence and generosity. May God
replenish your resources.
Thank you Friends and Associates from all the Zones, for your commitment and
dedication in working hard towards the event, for making the journeys and
reaching out to others to be part of our vision and mission.
Thank you Sisters for responding promptly to our biddings, for the initiatives,
innovations and creativity displayed in the manifold items on sale.
It was a wonderful and joyous occasion. An experience relished amongst family,
friends and collaborators towards a Vision. May the good Lord reward all our
efforts and grant us the strength to attain our dreams on the Mission for His glory
and the sanctification of our souls.

Yours sincerely in Christ,
Sr. Isabel Mann, SSL
for PLT
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Feature

Heart of the
Matter:
Poverty a
Plenty!
— Rita Akin-Otiko, SSL

O

nce upon a time in Nigeria,
most people could afford
three square meals and
hard work was rewarded. Public
schools and hospitals were well
funded and the wealth of the rich
could be easily traced. Law
enforcement agents performed their
duties to see to order in the
community and the road networks
were well maintained. Kingsway,
Leventis, Chellarams were a few of
the affordable foreign supermarkets.
You did not have to be rich to give
your children decent education and
health welfare package. Tertiary
institutions were of international
standard, and many of them
attracted foreign students. People
hardly
travelled
abroad
for
treatment. Bursary and scholarships
made education affordable to many.
Criminals and crimes were the odds
not the norm. We ate food from
different parts of the country without
a thought to ethnic disparity. Dusk
was as safe as dawn. Few were
marginalized, few were poor. Good
living was pretty affordable.
In the last two decades however,
particularly in the last six years, the
economy of the country has nosedived and there seems to be no
solution in sight. The season of oil as
the mainstay of our national
economy has become a mirage. Our
hitherto prosperous agricultural
sector has been badly affected by
terrorism and wicked cattle invasion.

Many families are finding it hard to
eat a decent meal per day. Education
is not a priority in fiscal allocation;
and good health care services are
out of reach for the common
Nigerian. Religion now plays a huge
role in accessing social amenities or
getting
jobs.
Danger
lurks
everywhere and kidnapping is the
order of the day. Poverty is palpable.
Poverty a plenty!
The Lord has told us that the poor
will always be with us. As Sisters of
St. Louis, we have committed
ourselves to work as “agents of

How then can we be more relevant
as SSLs in Nigeria today? I have three
straightforward suggestions that
communities could carry out in
equally uncomplicated ways. One,
each community needs to first
identify a particular group in need –
widows, persons with disability,
persons in institutions, children
being bullied in school, motherless
children or orphans, prisoners,
jobless youth (area boys), teenage
mothers, drug addicts, HIV patients,
over-taxed roadside petty traders
etc (the number in a group doesn’t
have to be large). Two, we could then

How then can we be more relevant as SSLs in
Nigeria today? I have three straightforward
suggestions that communities could carry out
in equally uncomplicated ways.
change”
in
fighting
“unjust
structures”, and being in solidarity
with the “poor and marginalized”
especially the “voiceless”. Within the
current Nigerian political, cultural,
social and economic milieu, this
commitment seems extremely
overwhelming. Almost every single
structure is unjust. The poor are
everywhere. Even though social
media has empowered people to air
their views, these are usually not
strategic and constructive, and so do
not produce desired results.

work with them to identify their
needs and help them to articulate
these needs in clear terms. Three,
with them as core participants, we
could look for ways to do something
about their identified concerns. Even
though poverty a plenty, it is still
possible to change unjust structures
and help the voiceless to speak out
amidst the chaos in Nigeria today.
Let’s be encouraged and start from
somewhere. Tough times don’t last….
These hard times shall become
history someday, but the lives we
touch shall remain evergreen in our
collective story as SSLs.
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In Memoriam

in
Newsletter of Sisters of St. Louis, Nigeria Province

he was one of us. She
once lived with us. We
once shared laughter
and sadness together in the
refectory of the novitiate. Now
she has gone before us. Late
MS. Adaeze Theresa Okoli died
on May 28 2017 and was buried
on the June 9 2017. May her
soul rest in perfect peace.

S

29 June 20117

The Love
of God
Dear family,
We are gradually
moving away from the
first half of the year. It is
the love of God that has continued to spur
us and we are grateful for this love that
has been lavished on us. Surely we
owe all to God, the Strength of our
journey.
Here comes another issue of Contact to help us
keep abreast of the happenings around us in the
Province. We hope that you will find this issue of
Contact enriching.
We are grateful for all your support through the
contribution of articles and feedbacks. Please
let’s keep the ball rolling. Be in touch; be in
contact. God bless you all.

Anthonia Eneanya, SSL

’Pelumi O’Dunsin,
Chief Editor
pelumi.dunsin@yahoo.com
+234 (0)706 204 7492

Anthonia Eneanya SSL
Assistant Chief Editor
toniauc@yahoo.com
+234 (0)703 792 9969

Word
to Live By

Sometimes I
just look up,
smile and
say, “I know
that was
you, God!
THANKS!”
— Anonymous

CORPORATE EMAIL
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The Communications Office now has a corporate email, sslcomm.ng@gmail.com.
Expect to get Contact and updates via the mail address regularly. Write to us too.

