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The school community of Louisville Girls High School, Ijebu-Itele, Ogun State
celebrated the 20 years of her existence on Thursday, 11  January 2018.
The event began with an opening Mass con-celebrated by Archbishop

Gabriel Abegunrin (Archbishop of Ibadan and President of Ibadan Ecclesiastical
Province), Bishop Felix Ajakaye of Ekiti diocese and Bishop Albert Ayinde Fasina
of Ijebu-Ode diocese.

Addressing all present, the homilist, Monsignor Valentine Awoyemi who also
is one of the witnesses to the beginning of Louisville Girls Secondary School
observed that memories of celebration of this kind usually are treasured. He said
that such memories evoke gratitude to God for the opportunity to be in place
when history is being made. He share some lessons to be learnt from such
memories, which include: God mysteriously ways of intervention in events of our
lives and the importance of team work, which is a panacea for every success.

Congratulating the Principal and staff of the school, the homilist noted that
the positive impacts being made in the society today by students who have
graduated from LGHS in the past  twenty years are no doubt as a result of the
dedication of the successive principals and collaborating staff members.  The
school makes sure that something new is added at every session to enhance the
all-round formation of the students.  Successes made are not without the support

LGHS Itele, Celebrates
20th Anniversary
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— Anthonia Eneanya, SSL

L-R: Bishop Albert Ayinde Fasina (fifth from the left) Sr. Isabel Mann, Provincial Leader, Bishop ‘Leke Abegunrin, Bishop Felix Ajakaye and Sr.
Matilda Adeboye, Principal, LGHS (middle right) together with PTA chairmen of LGHS (past and present) and students of the school after the
blessing of the school’s new sports complex

● LGHS 20th

Anniversary
● The Fabulous Sr.

Agnes Adeluyi
● The Postulancy

Celebrates with
Neighbourhood
Children

● Life as a Corps
Member

● Our First Experience
of Chrismas Triduum

● One Lord! One Faith!
● GC 2015 Call
● Ibadan Mercy Home
● The  Most Disciplined

Female of the Year
● CBCN Press

Statement
● Hear of The Matter
● There’s Hope



Contact Newsletter2

Cover

of the Institute of the Sisters of St. Louis, here in Nigeria,
led by the Provincial Leader, Sr. Isabel Mann who by
divine providence was also the Provincial Leader at the
conceptual and land acquisition stages of the school.
Re-echoing the theme of his homily, Monsignor
Awoyemi congratulated the past and present students,
referring to them as “the salt of the earth” and the
“light of the world” that will make Louisville Girls High
School, Itele “a city set on a hill” for without the
students, LGHS will have nothing to celebrate.

Speaking on the reasons for founding Louisville
Girls High School, he said that Louisville, unlike other
Nigeria schools, was not founded for the sole reason
of financial gains.  Rather, it was founded for character
formation.  It is where students learn all that would
make their lives meaningful and influencial by making
right choices and doing them.  The Catholic Church
desires a good education for all girl-child capable of
transforming homes and the society at large and this
is being achieved through LGHS.   This is because the

Church is very much aware of the important roles of
the mother in the family.  Another reason for the
establishment of LGHS, he posited, was to restore
educational/academic excellence which has so much
eluded our country.

Emphasizing the importance of moral formation,
the homilist noted that moral values are necessary for
the survival of any society.  People without morals twist,
lie, steal, covet and even kill to achieve their aims. He
applauded the management of LGHS for their
relentless effort in inculcating in their students, those
values that are necessary for growth in all aspects of
life.

In summary, Monsignor Valentine Awoyemi
described LGHS as a school where where the true fear
of God and respect for humankind are propagated;
where money is not everything but humanity is
everything, where education is to enhance the
community and not to destroy it, where giving is much
more than receiving and where, as Khalil Gibran puts
it, “the daughters of life”, learn. He reiterated that the
reason (s) for the founding of Louisville Girls High
School, Itele is to add value to the life of individuals who
pass through it so that they can add value to the society.

Typical of every joyful celebration, but in a unique
way, was the cultural offertory procession by LGHS
students depicting some of the Nigerian tribes such as
Yoruba, Igbo, Tiv and Efik. To mark the event was also
the official opening of the sports complex of the school.

Among the dignitaries who graced the occasion
were Priests and Religious within and outside Ibadan
ecclesiastical Province, Friends and well-wishers of St.
Louis, traditional rulers in Ijebu-Itele and neighbouring
towns, the school alumnae, past and present parents,
and students from other Catholic schools within and
outside Ijebu Ode diocese.

LGHS’s 20th Anniversary  —continued from page 1

ABOVE LEFT- Bishop ‘Leke Abegunrin blesses the sports complex for
use. ABOVE RIGHT - Louizans, radiant in their anniversary attire,
dance joyfully in the chapel. BELOW LEFT - A cross section of sisters
at the Thanksgiving Mass
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“Your mind may tell you that you are 60
but your heart and soul say otherwise.
Happy Birthday to the youngest sixty-

year-old I know...” These words were captioned in
the gigantic greeting card presented to Sr Agnes
Adeluyi on the occasion of her 60th  birthday. The
atmosphere on Saturday 20 January 2018 depicted
peace and joy all around as we all made
preparations to mark the birthday of our dear Sr
Agnes who was born on 20 January 1948.

A holy Mass of Thanksgiving was offered for her
at the Chapel in Sancta Maria Hospital compound,
Oka-Akoko. It was officiated by the hospital's
administrator, Fr Matthew Ologun who thanked God
for the gift of Sr Agnes’ life.  He took the congregants
down scripture lane on birthday celebrations
recorded in Genesis 40 and Mark 6. He said Sr Agnes
had called us all together that we might join her in
giving praise to God who had been gracious to her
in the past 6 decades of her life.

The reception hall was decorated with touches
of pink here and there as the celebrator is a lover of
the colour pink. During the reception there were free
speeches by those present and Sr Agnes was
eulogised as:  young at heart, energetic, committed,
a St Louis Sister to the core, very hardworking,
caring, highly sensitive to people and the
environment, prayerful, a lover of music, a leader, a
disciplinarian, a role model, a formator, a religious
and above all, a mother.

The ceremony was a beautiful and joyous one
as friends and family gathered to celebrate the icon
at 60. Also present at the ceremony was the Bishop
of the Catholic diocese of Ondo, Bishop Jude
Arogundade who praised the celebrator for her
dedication to service in the vineyard of God. Birthday

renditions were given by the youths of St Pius Catholic Church
Agba Akoko. Sr Agnes in her response expressed her profound
gratitude to God and thanked all came to share in her joy.

— Augusta Ozor, SSL

Sr. Agnes Adeluyi’s guests share in her joy

Sr. Agnes Adeluyi flanked by her sisters and Rev. Fr. Matthew Ologun

L-R: Sr. Dorothy Yayock, Bishop Jude Arogundade, Sr. Agnes Adeluyi (the celebrant) and family
members

The fabulous
Sr. Agnes
Olufunke
Adeluyi
— youngest
sixty-year-old
I know
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Christmas is a time of joy and
a time to celebrate the birth
of our Lord by everyone. On

30 December 2017, the postulancy
community hosted a Christmas
party for the children of Kpekouté
in Dassa-Zoumé who lived in the
neighbourhood.

The children were filled with so
much excitement on hearing the
news and could not wait for the day
to arrive. When the day finally
came, even before the time given to
them, the children had begun to
stream into our compound. It was
a bit difficult to communicate with
the children at first because we do
not understand the local dialects
Fon and Idaasha. Fortunately, one
of us that is Yoruba was able to
communicate with them while the
rest of us spoke the smattering
French we understand with the
children.

The party began at 2:00pm with
the opening prayer led by Mary
John, a postulant. The children were
entertained with music and they
danced to the beat of the music -- it
was interesting seeing even babies
trying out some dance steps. A
dance competition was organized
among the children and they gladly

participated until they were tired.
We served them food and drinks
afterwards and the children ate and
drank to their satisfaction. We were
happy that each child was able to
get something to eat; some of the
mothers and older ones who had
come with the children were also
not left out. After eating, the
children had enough energy for
more singing and dancing, after
which a group photograph was
taken with the children. Then we
presented gifts to the children, who
were very happy and went home
full of excitement to share with their
friends what they had been given.

The day was indeed a
memorable one for all of us. It was
an opportunity to meet the
neighbourhood children, to interact
and play with them.
We were really
impressed with the
way the children
conducted themselves
with the help of the
older. At first, we were
worried about the
food and drinks
because we had
budgeted for 200
children but about

300 children turned out for the
party. But eventually, we were
happy that everyone was able to eat
without any complaints. We thank
the sisters especially Sisters
Margaret Yusufu, Agnes Abba and
Theresa Peter Sheyin for making
the day possible and for putting
smiles on the faces of the children
at Christmas. We also want to thank
our fellow postulants for the efforts
put to making the day a huge
success. May the joy and love of
God which we shared with the
children during the season never
depart from our lives.

We wish the entire St. Louis
family a prosperous and joyful
2018. May this year bring to us
God’s abundant blessings and
provision.

— Linda Christopher, Mary John and Joan Samuel.

THE POSTULANCY COMMUNITY CELEBRATE
WITH CHILDREN OF KPEKOUTE DASSA-ZOUME

L/R: Esther, Sr. Theresa Sheyin, Juliet, Mary, Joan and Sr. Agnes AbbaSr. Theresa Sheyin dancing with the children
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2nd
Sr. Agnes

Kehinde Ojo
Birthday

5th
Sr. Agatha

Nwanyanwu
Feastday

6th
Sr. Dorothy

Yayock
Feastday

8th
Sr. Felicia

Ogundana
Birthday

12th
Sr. Roseline

James
Birthday

FEBRUARY
Birthdays & Feastdays

Many Happy Returns!
NO COMMUNITIES MONTH
1 Akure & Akpassi February 2018
2 Bida & Ondo March 2018
3 Dassa & Owo April 2018
4 Ewulu & Etampes May 2018
5 Gidan Mariya & Grigny June 2018
6 Gwagwalada & Ipaja July 2018
7 Ijio, LGHS & Uromi August 2018

8 Ikere, ALBRC & Iseyin September 2018

9 Kano & Kolapo October 2018
10 Mokola & Marywood November 2018

11 Oka, Novitiate & Zonkwa December 2018

Timetable for contributions to GC Calls (2015)
2018 theme: Mission for Life

To answer the clarion call of our nation, on the stable of
the National Youth Service Corps scheme, was for me
a privilege as well as a worthwhile experience. This has

widened my horizon and shown me another face to life. Right
from the orientation camp in Paiko, Niger State, where we
had to be woken up around 4.30am with loud shout and
whistle of the soldiers. It was a place where I was constantly
told, “If you are walking you are wrong!” meaning that you
must always be running even when no one is pursuing you.
It was a place where I had to be on queue for close to two
hours on a spot without moving even for food because of lack
of patience and indiscipline. I had to endure all for three
weeks with my white T. Shirt and shorts for 24 hours daily
with passion. This experience reminded me of my secondary
school day when I had to take part in the match parades. As
days went by at the camp, I really came to appreciate my life
as a religious. With all the trainings I had acquired as a
religious, it was not difficult for me to obey all instructions
and to adapt to the new environment I found myself.

After the orientation camp, I redeployed to Ekiti State
where I worked at St. Louis Nursery and Primary School,
Ikere-Ekiti as my Primary Place of Assignment (PPA). As the
President of Anti-Corruption Community Development
Service (CDS) group, I worked with different people of
different mindsets and orientations. This gave me the
opportunity to actually see how people think and see things
in the secular world. It was not really easy for me because
most of the time, I was alone when it came to decision making.
Many would prefer I had no opportunity to speak even as the
president because they knew that my point will contradict
theirs.

In all, I enjoyed the service year with the help of my sisters in
the community even though I was combining many things
together at this time. I thank God who made all things
beautiful and perfect at His own time. Wednesday 1
November 2017 was my final profession while Thursday 2
was my passing out parade. I sincerely thank the Province for
the opportunity to acquire the experience.
It is to the glory of God that today, I have answered the clarion
call as a citizen of Nigeria. I was a copper for a year but today,
I have become a GOLD.

Life as a Corps Member (Copper)
— Fidelia Amoko, SSL

Sr. Fidelia Amoko flanked by Sr. Isabel Mann (centre), Sr. Christiana
Ogundele (extreme right), Immaculata Mayaki - Postulant (extreme left) and
Sr. Mary John.



Contact Newsletter6

Report

The postulancy community had their Christmas Triduum from
11 December – 14 December 2017. When we were told that
we would be having our Triduum, we were very curious to

know what Triduum means and how it was going to be like, which
led us to ask questions about it. Sr. Agnes Abba helped to answer
these questions and explained that Triduum means three days of
retreat in preparation for the coming of Christ our Redeemer at
Christmas and encouraged us to open our hearts and participate
fully in the program.

On Sunday 10 December, our retreat master, Fr. Patrice
DOSSOUMOU, SMA gave us a brief introduction to what a retreat
is and guidelines on how to make the Triduum a rewarding time
for ourselves. The theme of the Triduum was “BE STILL AND KNOW
THAT I AM GOD”. Topics for discussion during the retreat were
creation, sin and salvation. On Monday 11 our retreat began with
everyone in a reflective mood. At our first conference, Fr. Patrice
spoke about creation and God’s original plan for creating us. God
created us out of love for us to know him, to live in love and peace.
He did not just create us but also gave us a part of his power to
share in His creation in submission to Him as His children.
Unfortunately, instead of being masters of all creatures we have
become slaves to the creatures entrusted to us to rule over. God
has put in us a reality where we have to choose either to be for
Him or against Him. The reality is that many times we have chosen
to be against Him thereby becoming slaves to sin. But He never
abandons us, He sees all our miseries and sufferings as a result of
our sins and constantly invites us to “BE STILL AND KNOW THAT
HE IS GOD”.

There was time for consultations and confessions after the
conference. We had Mass at noon, then lunch and siesta. We
resumed at 3:30pm for consultation and private meditation on the
scriptural passages given to us to meditate on during the
conference. After supper, we had an hour adoration in the chapel
-- we ended the adoration with night prayer daily.

On the second day, we continued our retreat the same way as
the first. Fr. Patrice spoke about us being created in the image of
God (Imago Dei). He said that God created us and gave us a freewill,
the freedom to make choices but this freedom is being misused
by us thereby making us to commit sin. Sin disorients us, cancels
our authority over created things and affects our relationship with
one another because sin has a social impact that produces a
division within our bodies and spirit. Sin occurs when there is a

rupture or crack in our communication with
God and its effect causes a disfigurement
of the image of God by which we are
created. Even though sin upsets our
relationship with God or the image of God
in us, it does not break the relationship
because evil cannot uproot the grace,
mercy and love of God in our lives. Fr.
Patrice also talked briefly on meditation
and gave us some guidelines to help us
during our meditation and contemplation.

On the third day, after breakfast, we
had our third conference; salvation was the
focus. Fr. Patrice said salvation is liberation
from sin and death. But even when we sin,
the devil cannot stop us from being the
image of God because of how God has
made us to be in relationship with Him. Our
souls always long to be in relationship with
God. A sinner is not able to regenerate on
his own except through the grace of God
and through the celebration of the paschal
mysteries. Christ came and reconfigured
the image of God bringing salvation to
human kind. As Christians we are to follow
Christ, and as we participate in the
sacraments we grow deeper in union with
God. He spoke briefly on contemplation
and gave us a guideline to help us
contemplate the scriptures more. At the
end of the conference just like on the
previous day, our program continued with
Mass, consultations, personal prayer and
adoration.

On the last day of the retreat, we had
Mass in the morning together with our
morning prayer and we broke the great
silence of the retreat marking the end of

OUR FIRST
EXPERIENCE
OF CHRISTMAS
TRIDUUM
— Juliet Megwa and Esther Pam (Postulants)

—continued on page 7

Sr. Margaret Yusufu with the postulants having
an outdoor experience.
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Monday 15 to Sunday 21 January 2018
marked the Universal Week of Prayer and
Fasting of the Christian Association of

Nigeria (CAN), Bida Local Government Chapter. The
theme for this year was “Intimacy with God” (Psalm
73:27-28, James 4:8).

The turn-out of Christians from different
denominations was encouraging. The attendance
ranged from 390 on the first day at Frist Baptist Church
to over 500 the last day at Cherubim and Seraphim
Church. Each day began at 4.00pm and ended at
6.00pm and as it is the custom, seven
churches/denominations were used as venue from
Monday to Sunday. The 2 hours of each day was spent
in singing praise and worship songs and congregational
hymns, bible passage reading, sermon, offerings and
special numbers rendition from host choir, women and
youth wings choirs of CAN. Intercessions were offered
in one accord, including prayers for our country and
the Church in Bida, Niger State and Nigeria as a whole.

The two priests and we, the religious of St. Peter’s
Parish Bida as well as many pastors and the CAN

executives were in attendance each day. Our Parish,
St. Peter’s hosted the congregants on Tuesday 16 and
the Parish members’ attendance as the hosting church
was fair. The Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. John Moses Jatau
gave an inspiring sermon on Thursday 18 at St. John
Anglican Cathedral. It was on intimacy with God
through obedience to God’s Word. Through obedience
to God, heavens’ door of mercy and blessings are open
unto us and we become unlimited children of an
unlimited God. If you obey God against man, God can
save you, but if you obey man against God, man cannot
save you.

In summary, the invitation to all Christians was to
build a solid foundation of intimacy with God (John
1:12, Ephesians 2:11-13), nurture it through fasting and
prayer (Acts 6:4,13:1-2), studying and hearing God’s
Word  (Psalm 1:1-3;119:97), and through obedience to
God’s Word (John 8:28-29). We were strongly warned
to beware of destroyers of this intimacy (Isaiah 59:1-7)
which most times do not show themselves as enemies
but under the disguise of what we love doing best for
God (e.g. our ministries, which take most of our time).
We are working for God yet guilty because we neglect
the God of work; we preach and celebrate ourselves
instead of God. Persecution is an unavoidable
consequence of intimacy with God (Matt 5:11-12) but
in the long run, if we persevere and keep faith, we shall
receive the rewards of our intimacy with God (Psalm
73:27-28).
The week was an enriching and challenging one. It
reminded me of the unity which Christ prayed for in
John 17:21; coincidentally it is the motto of Christian
Association of Nigeria as well as ours as Sisters of St.
Louis. It is a call to celebrate our giftedness and
diversity in Christ; to focus on and uphold what binds
us together and not what differentiates us such as
doctrines and beliefs. Frankly speaking, it is one Lord,
it is one faith, it is one hope of heaven, it is one baptism,
it is one God, the Father of us all.

One Lord!  One Faith! One Hope!

— Orunmoluyi Veronica, SSL

Christians at one of the gatherings

our Christmas Triduum. The experience of the Triduum was very
memorable for each of us, being our first time of experiencing it.
It was really a time for deep reflection for us and we looked back
on the months we have spent here in the postulancy. Meanwhile,
we also committed the coming year into the hands of God
believing that His never-ending love and mercy will never depart
from our lives. We thank the Sisters of St. Louis, especially our
formators, Sr. Agnes Abba and Sr. Margaret Yusufu for the
opportunity given to us to experience the Triduum with them and

for helping us to understand the
importance of it in our lives, and also for
encouraging us to participate fully in it. We
pray that as we journey along in our
formation, we would put into practice all
we are taught and that the seed sown in
our hearts during the Triduum will yield a
bountiful harvest in our lives as we strive
daily to emulate Christ.

CHRISTMAS TRIDUUM —continued from page 6



Contact Newsletter8

Feature

Deepening GC 2015 Calls

The Call States:

The General Chapter 2015 logo inspires us to
respond to the call of Jesus (John 13:14) “If I your
Lord and Teacher have washed your feet, you

ought to wash one another’s feet.” As disciples of
Jesus, we are called to wash one another’s feet and to
empower the weak and vulnerable of our world, who
have neither choice nor voice.

We acknowledge that our different stages of life
determine how we engage in mission. Some sisters
participate through their presence and prayer. Others
engage with and respond to local and global issues
through networking and ministries. As women of
prayer we find ways to meet the spiritual hunger and
needs of our world.

We commit ourselves to the use of modern
technology as a tool for being in relationship with one
another and in mission in the world.

The image that comes to mind while reflecting on
this Call is the
pyramid. What I
define as the
pyramid of mission is
a life of service that
begins with our
service to one
another in
community, then to
the vulnerable of our
environment, then
our apostolates and
ministries and then the larger world. Moreover, we
interpret the signs of our time we are called to respond
to, using modern means to be effective agents in mission.

The other image that emerged as I pondered
further was that of the ripple flow of relationship in our
life of mission. Our mission flows from our relationship
with Christ in our prayer life and manifests in our
service to one another in the community, institute and

to the wider society as reflected in the diagram below.
Our mission is one and whole and spans throughout
our religious life from initial formation to later stages
of on-going formation, be it in active apostolate or
through presence.
We are in mission by
the simple fact of
our consecration.
My prayer life,
community life and
apostolic life is one
and same,
inseparable whole
and my mission
ought to permeate
all facets of my
being.
This is a new thought different from the perspective of
mission being out there. I am called to repent, to
conversion to the new way of thinking about being in
mission. That is, every day I renew my Yes to God’s
loving call, I am in mission. J. J. Walsh MM puts it right
thus:

Mission is to go to a no-place, serve God’s
nobodies and (in the eyes of the world)
accomplish no-thing. In this may we realize we
are at the centre of what time, meaning and
history are all about.

New Year greetings once again! May I remind us all
of the duty and obligation we have to respond to the
invitation of the GC 2015 Calls. This year, make the
effort to share your thoughts, reflections or activities
from your communities based on the Call, ‘Mission for
Life’ Akure and Akpassi communities are slated for
February 2018. Remember to send in your article by 25
January, which, well, is today. God bless your efforts.

MISSION
FOR
LIFE

— Josephine Tiav, SSL
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Life in the school is both enjoyable and challenging. The
stress of acquiring new knowledge is like the process of
refining gold that goes through several processes and

stages. Adeyemi College of Education Ondo offered me rich
experiences that can never be forgotten in a hurry. My course of
study, Biology has opened my eyes to see the beauty of creation
and how living things - plants and animals are all interconnected
to one another; how humans depend on them for survival and
how we are to take care of the earth that gives us life. This
necessitated the choice of the name ETHNOBOTANISTS for the
2006/2017 graduating class.

Ethnobotany is the scientific study of the relationships
between people and plants. We see ourselves as scholars and
researchers specialize in the study of plants and animals and the
promotion of healthy living.

The department of Biology like every other department in the
school come together to celebrate and send off its students into
the labour market every year. The year 2017 was not an exception
only that it came with a little surprise because I was nominated

and given an award by the set as "The most disciplined female
of the year". It was hilarious and worth celebrating because St
Louis has given me all that it takes to be disciplined. The 28th of
September 2017 will always remind me to always remember that
education is not only about getting good grades but my ability to
use these learnings to impact good morals to all I encounter since
I am a representative of St Louis wherever I find myself. This
award is challenging me to always be a good representative since
people are watching what I do and how I live my life as a religious.

I started working at my new apostolate since early
April 2017 after retiring from Teaching Service
Commission (TESCOM) of Oyo State Government job.

Obijackson Foundation (an NGO) partners with Oyo State
Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Welfare, to assist
in several areas, especially in caring for the less
privileged at Juvenile Correctional Institute & Child Care
Unit located at Sango area of Ibadan. The Foundation
refers to the facility as Ibadan Mercy Home.

STRUCTURE OF MERCY HOME
The home is basically divided into two sections

namely (a) Juvenile Correctional Institute (JCI) and (b)
Child Care Unit (CCU). The JCI unit cares for bigger
children (adolescents) who are below the age of eighteen
years and who have been convicted by the court of law
and reprimanded in the home for the period of the jail
term. It also cares for run-aways whose homes have not
been traced; it as well serves as home for street boys
and girls, the physically challenged, mentally retarded
and the abandoned. Finally, it caters for Illegal

i m m i g r a n t s
brought in by the
immigration.

The unit CCU
cares for babies
and children below
the age of seven
(7) years with the
following cases.
Such babies
include those who
are abandonment
or rescue from
mothers of unsound mind or from cases of parental
issues being resolved in the court of law.
Kindhearted individuals and well-meaning members of
the public can assist the home in many different ways
which include provision, general care-giving, feeding,
sanitation, healthcare, education, faith sharing and
special welfare projects to make the home conducive to
the residents.

INTRODUCING MY
NEW APOSTOLATE
— IBADAN MERCY
HOME
— Mary Okewola, SSL

Sr Mary with the residents of Ibadan Mercy
Home

— Roseline Fatoba, SSL

Sr. Roseline Fatoba with her award
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Preamble
1. Our beloved country appears to be under siege from

many forces. Repeatedly, innocent citizens in differ-
ent communities across the nation are brutally at-
tacked and their sources of livelihood mindlessly
destroyed. Property, worth millions of Naira, includ-
ing places of worship, schools, hospitals and busi-
ness enterprises are torched and turned to ashes. In
the words of Thomas Hobbes, these criminals have
made life in our nation “nasty, brutish and short”,
causing people to live in perpetual fear, anxiety and
desperation. While thanking God and the federal
government for the successes so far recorded in the
fight against Boko Haram terrorists in the north east,
we are appalled by the repeated occurrence of other
ugly incidents that are tearing communities apart
and generating tensions.

Recurrent Bloody Clashes Between Herdsmen and
Farmers
2. Due to unfavourable climatic factors, herders are

constrained to move in search of greener pastures
to save the lives of their cattle and to protect their
economy and so, some unscrupulous ones mind-
lessly drive their cattle into farmlands to graze on
people’s crops. When local farmers resist such wan-
ton destruction of their means of livelihood, they are
visited with deadly attacks.

3. The recent mass slaughter of unarmed citizens by
these armed herdsmen in some communities in
Benue, Adamawa, Kaduna and Taraba States has
caused national shock, grief and outcry. We commis-
erate with the families of the deceased, whilst we
pray for the blissful repose of the dead and the quick
recovery of the wounded. At the same time, we
totally condemn such brutal massacres of innocent
people. Herdsmen may be under pressure to save
their livestock and economy but this is never to be
done at the expense of other peoples’ lives or liveli-
hoods.

4. It is, therefore, madness to slaughter fellow human
beings and shameful that we had to show the world
this ugly picture of our country. If government is
incapable or unwilling to protect the lives of her
citizens before marauding herdsmen, people might
be tempted to resort to self-help in defence of their
lives and property when threatened or attacked.
This will, no doubt, lead to the complete breakdown
of law and order in the country. To forestall this,
government should urgently and seriously rise up to
her primary responsibility of protecting the lives and

property of her citizens and ensure that such mind-
less killings should not reoccur.

5. With the array of intelligence officers at her disposal,
government should also expeditiously take mea-
sures to unmask the perpetrators of these dastardly
acts and their sponsors, disarm them and bring
them to book. Our perilous situation calls for more
security consciousness. Accordingly, we exhort one
and all to be more vigilant and report strange faces
and movements timely to security agents.

6. It would be stressing the obvious to state that a
better alternative to open grazing should be sought
rather than introducing “grazing colonies” in the
country. Government should rather encourage cat-
tle owners to establish ranches in line with interna-
tional best practice. Farmers and herdsmen have a
lot to contribute to the socio economic prosperity of
our nation. A more enduring strategy must be
worked out for their peaceful co-existence and mu-
tual respect.

Incessant Kidnapping
7. It is very sad to note that the spate of kidnapping in

our country has risen to unimaginable proportion.
Day after day, citizens are taken captive, humiliated
and traumatised by heavily armed gangsters. No
institution or individual is spared by kidnappers, no
matter how old, sacred or highly placed. As a result,
people live now in constant fear and anxiety, wheth-
er at home or on the highway. Kidnappers are ruth-
less, deadly and operate without any qualms of
conscience. In their efforts to extort huge sums of
money as ransom, they subject their victims to un-
told ordeals lasting weeks and even months. In the
name of God, we urge kidnappers to embrace a
change of heart and seek more decent means of
livelihood.

8. The victims of kidnapping and their families should
no longer be left at the mercy of heartless and
greedy kidnappers. There is an urgent need to deal
decisively with kidnappers and drastically curb their
excesses. Given the effective security equipment
available in the modern world of high technology
and considering the huge security votes set aside
every month at the state and federal levels, our
communities should be better policed by security
agents, who are better equipped and well trained to
handle the security challenge of kidnapping that is
bringing our nation to its knees.

 A STATEMENT BY THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF NIGERIA (CBCN)

ON THE RECURRENT WAVE OF VIOLENCE AND THE
CHEAPENING OF HUMAN LIVES IN DIFFERENT PARTS

OF OUR COUNTRY

—continued on page 12
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Feature

by Rita Akin-Otiko, SSL

I observed that these days when I ask friends living in
Nigeria how they are, some actually take time to talk
about how they are. It is no longer a quick, “Fine!

Thank you!” Our conversations are becoming more critical,
more down-to-earth, and more real. It is packed with a lot
of emotions and expressions of fear of the unknown
because of the massacre going on in different parts of the
country. It is really scary! It is alarming! One wonders what
we ought to do as a people who are under siege.

Many have given up because they feel there is no way
out of this terrible dilemma we are in. Many others feel
we should resist and fight with our last breath. How do
we do that when those who are causing this mayhem are
armed to the teeth? Others ask. Still others are so scared
that they are not interested in getting updates about the
situation of things in the country because they have been
intimidated by threats of harsh repercussions if stories
about the government are traced to their mobile phones.
On the other hand, some feel we should take to the streets
with placards so as to let the government know that
enough was enough.

Interestingly, for the first time in so many years,
Christian leaders are keeping it real by looking inwards.
We are beginning to realize that rather than being focused
on important matters, we have been expending energy
on unimportant issues like differences in church
doctrines, how to get rich, paying tithe or not paying tithe,
positions and privileges etc. It is encouraging to know that
we are beginning to realize that Nigerians, most of who
are Christians, are being killed in different parts of the
country. It is getting clearer that there is a grand plan like
that of Adolf Hitler to rid Nigeria of anyone that is not a
Fulani and more so, that is not a Muslim. There have been
unimaginable killings in many parts of the country and
there is still no substantial intervention to halt these
horrendous acts. It is shocking that in this age and time,
people are being openly raped, maimed and killed by
terrorists who camouflage as cattle rearers.
Unfortunately, many of these horrifying, deadly activities
are carried out on children even foetus. Very incredible!
The truth is that we are in a war situation! (Attached is a
data source from Johns Hopkins University, Maryland, USA
on the “Herdsmen” and Farmers Conflicts death statistics
from each state as at 2016).
James Thurber says, “It is better to know some of the
questions than all of the answers.” My big question is,

“With this insight into our reality which by now is no news
to most of us, where do we go from here?”

For me, it is important to encourage ourselves not to
be afraid but to be alert! We must fear not! But then, we
have to be as wise as serpent! Our consolation is in the
Holy Scriptures - Our weapon of warfare is not machete,
clubs, guns, etc but prayer! “For the weapons of our battle

are not of flesh but are enormously powerful, capable of
destroying fortresses…” – 2 Corinthians chapter 10 verse
4.

I feel that Christians and indeed all Nigerians of
goodwill regardless of our ethnic differences have to get
real and pray for our beloved Nigeria and Nigerians who
have been sorely affected. Let us come together and pray
to GOD Who alone can save us from this well-planned
executions and ethnic cleansing going on, and which is
fast becoming endemic in the country. Let us return to
GOD as children return to their fathers/mothers in time
of distress. Whatever happens to a group affects
everyone. People are suffering especially in remote
villages. People are living in fear! Let us be encouraged by
David’s prayer of hope —LORD of host, bring us back. Let
Your face shine on us and we shall be saved.” (Psalm 80
verse 4)

The truth is that we are in a war situation!
(Reproduced here is a data source from Johns
Hopkins University, Maryland, USA on the
“Herdsmen” and Farmers Conflicts death
statistics from each state as at 2016).

GOD is faithful!
GOD is merciful!
GOD is GOD!
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There’s Hope

27 January 2018PRESS RELEASE

The Ugly Phenomenon of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) and Refugees
9. One of the bitter fruits of bloody conflicts is the

ugly phenomenon of internally displaced peo-
ple and refugees. Thousands of people in our
country have been displaced and have fled their
homes to seek a more peaceful environment for
themselves and their families. Similarly, due to
the protracted political unrest in the Camer-
oons, many Cameroonians have also fled their
country and have taken refuge in some commu-
nities in Taraba, Benue and Cross River States.
To overcome their traumatic experiences, they
need tolerance and a welcoming atmosphere in
their camps as well as beddings, food, water,
good sanitation and medical supplies. Children
of the displaced and refugees also need access
to good education.

10. We, therefore, appeal to all men and women of
goodwill to provide material help for the IDPs
and refugees through the JDPC/Caritas in these
States who will cater for their needs or through
Caritas Nigeria. Government should also
strengthen the National Commission for Refu-
gees and Internally Displaced Persons to cater
for their needs.

11. Reports have it that there are some abuses
going on in some IDP and refugee camps. Some
officials in those camps diverted materials
meant for the IDPs and refugees. There are also
reports of sexual harassments in some camps.
Government should as a matter of urgency con-
duct investigation into those allegations with a
view to checking these abuses.

Conclusion
12. Since the repeated outbreaks of bloody con-

flicts in different communities across the nation,
we observe with great sadness that thousands
of innocent people have been hacked down in
cold blood. Others have been exposed to situa-
tions of unspeakable suffering. Many others
have been crushed and silenced, while their
rights and dignity are trampled with impunity.
We believe that, if there is some degree of polit-
ical will, our public authorities can take ade-
quate steps to put an end to these human
tragedies and save the country from the calam-
ities of a civil war. It is wiser and easier to pre-
vent a war than to stop it after it has broken out.
We, therefore, urge all aggrieved parties to seek
reconciliation through dialogue and mutual for-
giveness. Above all, we passionately appeal to
them to beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks (cf. Is 2:4).

Dear Sisters and Friends,

This comes with the best wishes to every member of this
family in the new year!  We are grateful to God who has, in
His infinite love, brought us all into the New Year 2018.

In the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes:
“God's plan made a hopeful beginning.
But man spoiled his chances by sinning.
We trust that the story will end in God's
glory…”

Though the mountains may fall and the hills turn to dust, yet
the love of the Lord will stand as a shelter for all who will call on
His name. And we shall sing the praise and the glory of God.

This is the song of all who place their hope and trust in
God.  This is our song as we face our daily challenges, not
only the harsh economy starring at our face but also the
unfortunate incidents of kidnapping and killing of innocent
souls.

Our prayer is that the story will end in God’s glory and
we shall and sing and dance to the Glory of God.  Lets  keep
praying for our dear country, Nigeria. Happy Reading!

CBCN STATEMENT —continued from page 10

Anthonia Eneanya

“I like the
night. Without
the dark, we'd
never see the
stars.”

― Stephenie Meyer,
Twilight


