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In this issue

Tuesday 21 January 2020 marked
the 25th year the Sisters of St. Louis
in Nigeria became a Province.  The

day was     celebrated in every St. Louis
community in Nigeria.  Masses and
prayers were offered in thanksgiving to
God for the sustenance of the Province
and for more blessings as the Province
continues to grow.  While some nearby
communities came together to celebrate
this significant day, others had their own
celebrations in their communities.

In the inaugural programme of the
Provincialisation, on Saturday 21 January
1995, it is on record that as a Province,

the Sisters of St. Louis in Nigeria are
autonomous. What that means is that
the Province,  in some matters especially
relating to formation, is in a position to
make or take her own decisions “for
better for worse…”.  However, the
Province still belongs fully to the large
family of the Institute of St. Louis, united
with all its members in its various
Regions.

Friends, Associates and well-wishers
of the Sisters of St. Louis all joined in the
celebration all over the St. Louis
Communities in Nigeria.

L-R:  Sisters in Ikere Community  with their Friends, Associates, Aspirants and officiating Priest after the celebration of the Holy Mass.

— Anthonia Eneanya, SSL
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L-R:  KOLAPO & MOKOLA COMMUNITY - Sisters Anthonia Eneanya, Fidelia Amoko, Grace Abaukaka, Madeleine Ohiri, Felicia Ogundana, Christie Udebor and

Rita Akin-Otiko singing and dancing after their joint evening prayer!

L-R:  UROMI COMMUNITY - Sisters Confidence Udeh, Susan Didam, Immaculata Obanure

& Philomena William

  Sisters in both Communities in Zonkwa with their friends, Associates &
 Officiating priest after the Mass

L-R:  IKERE COMMUNITY - Sisters Justina Ihechere, Christie Ogundele, Rose Yero,

Lucia Adenle & Florence Akhimien

Lagos Community Sisters with their Friends and Officiating Priest during the
celebration
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Thanks be to God for the gift
of our Province as she clocks
twenty five years of mission

as a Province. It was a unique
celebration for us St Louis Family in
Akure: the Novitiate community,
Convent community, Associates,
Friends, Pupils and families of our
Friends and Associates as we all
danced with joy at the  Thanksgiving
Mass  at the Novitiate Chapel. At the
Mass, Rev Fr Victor Ibiyemi
commended the efforts of the
Sisters of St Louis as pace setters for
other congregations to emulate in

Nigeria. He further encouraged us
not to loose touch with our essence
and vitality in the world. Thanks be
to God as we look forward into the
future with hope. We pray for
strength for our leaders. Great St
Louis! Two sisters, Sr Agnes Ewedeyi
and Mary Okafor (Novice)
celebrated their feastday alongside
the celebration.

Silver Jubilee celebration
of the Province in Communities

It was indeed a great day for us in Benin Republic
as the three communities came together to
celebrate this great event on the 22 January 2020.

This event was celebrated on this day because there
was a Diocesan function on the actual date, which
was 21 January 2020.

As we all arrived with joy from Dassa community
and Save community in Akpassi community with
friends and our priests around, we began our
celebration with the prayer sent to us from the
Province. We then had Mass which was a very
beautiful celebration. After that was, menu, menu,
menu! We had lovely meals and lots of laughter.

After this, the Postulants took to the stage with
music and dancing. The Sisters could not sit back as
we all joined in the dance! The celebration was simple
but memorable.

Akure & Novitiate
Communitites
—Perpetua Aghoghovia, SSL

AKPASSI, DASSA & SAVE
COMMUNITIES
—Rachel Ojo, SSL

AKPASSI, DASSA & SAVE COMMUNITIES -  L-R: Sisters Maria Ilo, Lucy Abuh, Elizabeth
Ogedengbe, Agnes Abba, Agnes Kehinde Ojo, Agnes Adebayo & Rachel Ojo.
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— William Arthur Ward

The celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
Province was organised in cloisters of
closer communities or individual

communities. In Iseyin, according to our
programme, we had our prayer in the
morning. On our centre piece for our prayer
were Our Treasures (Words to Live–by)
displayed at every corner of the piece to
remind us of how we should continually live
as a family in truth, love, simplicity, with
childlike attitudes, hoarding nothing,
believing in Providence and most of all
making Sint Unum our business in the world.
We also had the Word of God, the food for our
everyday journey and our Institute documents
in the New Horizon and the Constitutions. The
Magnificant in the prayer pamphlet was
changed to the Benedictus, singing with
Zachariah, the dawn from on high which
broke upon us 25 years ago and is still leading
us on.

The evening part of our celebration began
with the holy Mass celebrated by Our
Chaplain, Rev. Fr. Joachim Alade. In his
exhortation, he thanked God for the Sisters of
St Louis and encouraged us to continue to be
shinning lights to the world through our daily
encounters with all and sundry. The
Associates and Friends of St. Louis, Iseyin zone
were in attendance. We treated ourselves to
a simple and frugal meal according to the
mind of our founder.

It was a great day and we bless the name of
the Lord for it and pray that Our Province may
continue to experience positive growth and
development both in number and in virtue.
How can we ever repay the Lord for His
goodness to us…Psalm 116 :12

ISEYIN COMMUNITY
—Theresa Peter, SSL

Iseyin Community with the Friends, Associates and  Officiating Priest at the
celebration.

L-R ABOVE: Sisters Augusta Ozor, Cecilia Olusanya, Bridget Monehin, Theresa Peter,
Ruth Orunpegan & Francisca Faluru.
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Let us echo with one heart this beautiful song of
Mary today as we recall and recount the
wonderful deeds of the Lord in the life of our

Province in the past 25 years. Indeed, the Lord has done
marvellous deeds for us, for these we are grateful.

I want to begin this reflection by quoting Rosemary
D'arcy who said: "There is a huge difference between
growing older and growing up. If you are 19 years old
and lie in bed for one full year and don't do one
productive thing, you will turn 20 years old, if I am 87
years old and stay in bed for a year and never do
anything, I will turn 88.  Anybody can grow older, that
doesn't take any talent or ability, the idea is to grow up
by always finding the opportunity in
change".

Let the above quotation form the
basis of our reflection today as we
celebrate 25years of our Provincialization.
Are we counting 25 years of "growing old"
or we are counting 25years of "growing
up" as a Province? Surely, we are counting
and celebrating with gratitude; 25years of
"growing up"! We are celebrating 25years
of significant growth, transformation,
fruitfulness, and the impact of our lives and mission in
the World.  We are celebrating 25years of offering life
to thousands of children, youth, women and men
through education, health, faith and moral formation,
empowerment, social services etc. Today we celebrate
with deep gratitude in our hearts for what was, what is
and what will be. We celebrate the leap of faith of those
who 25 years ago took the bold step of accepting and
welcoming the opportunity for change from being a
Region to being a Province, trusting the hand and
guidance of Providence. We salute the courage of these
women of faith whose openness to embrace change
and journey into the unknown has yielded tremendous
fruits, including growth in membership from 57 Nigerian
Sisters in January 1995 to 136 members (1 Bèniniose
and 135 Nigerians)  as of January 2020, we are
celebrating our expansion in ministry and new
foundations that has taken us across borders. Between
January 1995 and January 2020, we have opened 11 new
Communities including the Provincialate and 16 new
projects. 10 of these projects belong to Sisters of St.
Louis and the rest are diocesan. For all of these, we are
grateful and it is significant to note that the baby project

of SSLNP-TAMS (Sisters of St. Louis Nigeria Province-
Teachers’ and Administrators’ Mentoring Services) will
be officially launched on this anniversary by the able
leadership of Sr. Rita Akin-Otiko and staff. We are indeed
proud of them and commend them earnestly to God.

Today we celebrate the present, remember the past
with gratitude and embrace the future with life-giving
hope; trusting in the God, who leads us, enlightens us,
and shows us the way. As we journey into the future, let
us remain open to embrace the opportunities that each
new day brings, let us be determined to "grow up" not
just "grow older", let us learn from the mistakes of the
past, be open to change, accept and adjust to the

realities of our individual lives and the life
of the province.

In this way, we will continue to announce in the most
effective way the Kingdom of God that has become a
reality in Jesus Christ. One of the great philosophical and
spiritual questions is: WHO AM I? Let us pose this
question to ourselves as we turn our gaze towards the
future, as well as ask the following: What do I stand for?
What is the purpose of my existence? How do I
contribute to the growth and development of the Sisters
of St. Louis and of the reign of God in the World? What
is our dream as we move forward? Each one of us holds
a piece of the dream. Let us join together (Sisters,
Associates, Friends, Family), to contribute to the vision
of tomorrow.  As a family of St. Louis, let us move
forward; striving to plant the seed of "SINT UNUM" in
the hearts of all with whom we live, work and minister.
Let us spread and impact the World with the St. Louis
Spirit. Let us make a commitment today to strengthen
our identity together as part of this magnificent St. Louis
Family that grows each day.  So that we will bring all

A REFLECTION DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CANONICAL ERECTION OF

THE NIGERIA PROVINCE OF SISTERS OF ST. LOUIS
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people to the joy of knowing Jesus, following Him and
sharing Him with others.

It is always very important every now and again to
take time to look back at where we are coming from,
where we are, and where we are going. Today gives us
that opportunity to pause and take "a long loving look
at the real". We are given the opportunity today to
discern the direction of where we want to go from here;
in respond to our call to mission in the world, as
individuals and as a Province. Let us recall the five
Future Directions that sprang up at the last Provincial
leadership discernment assembly held in April 2019,
which were the fruits of our reflection on the reality of
our Province. This is the time to reflect on these Future
Directions that God is leading us and ask the questions:
How can I as an individual walk the path of these future
directions? What gifts, talents, or resources do I have at
my disposal that can contribute to moving these calls
forward? How do I collaborate with my Sisters so that
together we can respond to God's special invitation to
us as a Province at this time?  What have I received in
the past 25 years and what am I willing to give or offer
for the generations coming after me? (Freely you have
received, freely give..) How do I use or manage the
available resources at my disposal for common good
and for the survival of SSL in Nigeria Province? God has
entrusted us with the mission and ministry of the
Institute, how do we ensure sustainability of this mission
into the future? The continuous growth of the Nigeria
Province of the Sisters of St. Louis as gift in the Institute
is the responsibility of each one of us, let everyone take
up her responsibility and make a commitment today "to
contribute is a special way to building up the
Church"(and I add, to building up the Province), we
remember this phrase in our vows formula.

This is a time for radical change, the fire of change
has to spark so that our lives become what they were
intended to be "For this reason I remind you to fan into
flame the gift of God, which is in you". (2Timothy 1:6).
This is a time "to look at our lives with a different set of
eyes, from a different place. It is time to give full
expression to who and what we most deeply are "
(Spirituality for the two halves of life by Richard Rohr
and Paula D 'arcy).

LOVE is who we are and we have all it takes to live
a life of love because we were created in the Image and
Likeness of Love. 1John 1:8 tells us that God is love and
whoever does not love does not know God. Love is our
essence, love is out mark. Let us make the love of God
visible in our lives; so that the World may believe that
we are God's disciples "By this all people will know that
you are my disciples"(John 13:35). May we who are called
to be the light of the World; continue to shine brightly,
so that God's light and love will illuminate the whole
World!

We recall with loving memory all our Sisters who
laboured tirelessly for the Province and have gone back
to God. May God grant them eternal peace with Him.

We are grateful to all who have served on different
leadership teams of the Province from its erection to
where we are today. May God bless and reward their
efforts and sacrifices. And on behalf of the incumbent
Provincial Leadership Team, I thank all of you Sisters for
your generous and dedicated service to the Institute,
Church and all Children of God in all the places we live
and work . The lives of so many have been touched and
transformed as a result of their encounter with us in the
different areas of our ministries. Special thanks to all
who have served or are serving in internal ministry,
especially those engaged in the ministry of formation.
Thank you for the great work of forming new members
for the survival of the Institute into the future. And to
our Irish Sisters (both living and dead) who lived, served
and contributed immensely to the growth and
development of the Nigerian Province; we are grateful.

Indeed, we are grateful to the entire St. Louis
Institute and all the leadership teams of the Institutes
that have served at different times; for the support we
have received and are still receiving as a Province.

I want to specially acknowledge and appreciate all
our Associates and Friends, Past and Present Students
and all our collaborators who share in our life and
mission. We are grateful for the many ways they partner
with us in responding to the mission entrusted to us by
Christ.

I would like to conclude with this piece by Hopi Elders:

WE ARE THE ONES WE'VE BEEN WAITING FOR
You have been telling people that this is the Eleventh
Hour, now you must go back and tell the people that
this is the Hour. And there are things to be considered
Where are you living?
What are you doing?
 What are your relationships?
Are you in right relation?
Where is your water?
Know your garden.
It is time to speak your truth.
Create your community.
Be good to each other.
And do not look outside yourself for your leader.
....At this time in history, we are to take nothing personally,
least of all ourselves. For the moment that we do, our spiritual
growth and journey come to a halt. The time of the lone wolf
is over. Gather yourselves! Banish the word 'struggle' from
your attitude and your vocabulary. All that we do now must
be done in a sacred manner and in celebration.   We are the
ones we've been waiting for.
—  Hopi Elders' Prophecy, June 8, 2000

5

— Christie Kure, SSL
Provincial Leader
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VOCATION RALLY 2020 -
SSL COMMUNITY, MOKOLA

Sisters of St. Louis, Mokola, Ibadan, on 26 January
2020 set out to St. Charles Lwanga, Ring Road,
Ibadan, where the Vocation Rally for the year 2020

was conducted by the community and the Congregation
of the Servants of Charity.

On every third Sunday of January, which precedes
February 2, the Association of  the Consecrated Men and
Women in Ibadan Archdiocese organises a vocation rally
in preparation for the celebration of their feast day which

is February 2nd.  On this third Sunday of every January,
Congregations in the Archdiocese are assigned to Parishes
to preach Vocation. For SSL Mokola, it was a  golden
opportunity to make  their presence felt.  The Sisters
displayed photos and other visuals about Sisters of St.
Louis to attract interested young girls; they also
distributed flyers, made speeches and had one-on-one
chat with young girls.

— Anthonia Eneanya, SSL

Sisters Madelein Ohiri, Christie Udebor, Felicia Ogundana, Rita Akin-Otiko and Anthonia Eneanya at the Vocation Rally
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Mrs Veronica Ayoleye (a staff of St. Louis
Nursery & Primary School, Akure) came to
the Novitiate on Saturday 25 January 2020,

to teach the novices how to use cardboard papers,
tissue papers, wrapping sheets to make different
designs for decoration. It was a great experience and

a wonderful discovery.  Thank you ma for sharing your
talent with us!

We also thank Sr Perpetua Aghoghovia,  the
Headteacher of the school who sent her staff to  come
and teach the novices Art work.

SKILLS  ACQUISITION IN THE NOVITIATE

—Celestina Issac and Esther Pam (Novices)

As a tradition, Louisville Girls Secondary School
Abuja celebrates the end of the year by inviting
the the pupils of the less privileged

neighbouring schools. The annual Christmas party was
held on the 12 December, 2019. Three schools came
in total. The event was an eventful one and truly
remarkable.

The students of Louisville each picked a child and
made sure not one child was left out of the fun. They
took care of each child and showed generous love. The
event was full of fun activities for the children such as
face painting, musical chairs, spelling bee, brain
teasers, and so much more. All the children were given
gifts, which were kindly donated by Louisville students.
The children truly had a wonderful time and we hope
to make more children happy in more years to come.

—Ehiribe Chisim (SS3), Social Prefect

LGSS, ABUJA CELEBRATES WITH
LESS PRIVILEGED NEIGHBOURING
SCHOOLS

SSL  Novices during the art work Novices exhibiting their individual artwork produced

Sister Veronica Orunmoluyi cutting the cake with the School children.

Face painting and caring of each child by Louisville Girls, Abuja.
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The Holy Childhood Association of Ibadan
Archdiocese (HCA) 2019 Christmas celebration
took a different twist this year. On 14 December

2019, about 700 hundred children travelled from
different parishes and Catholic Schools in the
Archdiocese and convened at Holy Cross Catholic
church, Ikire, Osun State. There were different activities
scheduled for the occasion. The celebration began with
the Holy Mass. The HCA members of the host parish
sang advent and Christmas songs  with their melodious
voices. During the second part of the ceremony,
Louisville Nursery Primary School, Mokola was one of
the primary schools that presented Christmas songs.
Their stage attire was outstanding!

The award ceremony was exciting. Louisville
Nursery Primary School received two awards: The Most
Outstanding School and The Best Animator for the
Archdiocesan Holy Childhood Association for the year
2019. As the names of the school and Sr. Christie
Udebor were mentioned, the 26 participants sprang up
from their seats and walked elegantly to receive the
award from the Coordinator of the the HCA Ibadan
Archdiocese, Sr. Christie Oloworuwase, SSMA.

The audience at the occasion applauded the pupils
and Sr. Christie Udebor for their outstanding
performance all through the year. The pupils
participated in most of the activities that took place
throughout the year.

HOLY CHILDHOOLD ASSOCIATION, IBADAN
AWARDS SR. CHRISTIE UDEBOR &

LOUISVILLE NURSERY/PRIMARY SCHOOL, IBADAN

CHRISTMAS
PARTY
IN ST. LOUIS
NURSERY/
PRIMARY
SCHOOL,
BIDA

Sister Christie Udebor with members of HCA, Louisville Nursery/
 Primary School, Mokola

—Sr. Christie Udebor, SSL

HCA Ibadan Coordinator Sr. Christie
Oloworuwase, SSMA presenting the awards
to Sister Christie & the children.
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Experience is Not
the Best Teacher;
Mentoring Is
If you know where you are going, your journey
is short. If you know how to get there, your
journey is shorter. If you have someone who
has been there, to teach you how to get there,
your journey is shortest. If that person decides
to take you there, you are already there.
— Anonymous

The Tortoise is not just a trickster in
Yoruba folklore, he is also the
compendium of all empirical wisdom.

He it was who observed that, ‘One who learns
from his own experience is not wise; rather,
one who gains insight from other people’s
experience is.’ The folk wisdom is very much
true and relevant in today’s world where fresh
professionals from our training institutions
have to hit the ground running after training.
Scouting for “experience” is so competitive that
a fresh graduate of say, 23, is expected to
possess 23 years of practical experience in
their field to be employable! The paradox
underscores the dire need for competent and
experienced hands in the workspace.

While it is true that experience cannot not be
bought, mentoring saves time and mitigate the
inevitable far reaching errors (of trials) for the
young professional. It can be assumed that
mentoring would naturally take place in a
workspace among colleagues. But most of the
the time, it is passive and sporadic, achieving
little or nothing to the detriment of expected
outcome. Intentional or formalised mentoring

would ensure that the young professional can
conserve their energy and focus it into clear
productivity, time tested and researched best
practices in their field. They become better
positioned to gather experience quickly and
confidently too, and readily disposed to
sharing with other colleagues .

Sisters of St. Louis, Nigeria Province Teachers’
and Administrators’ Mentoring Services
(SSLNP-TAMS) is conceived to provide this
aforementioned formalised mentoring to
teachers and school administrators. It is with
this background that the SSLNP-TAMS
Mentoring Office at Louisville Nursery and
Primary School, Mokola, Ibadan was officially
declared open for services on Tuesday 21
January 2020 by His Grace, Most Rev. Alaba
Job, Bishop Emeritus of the Archdiocese of
Ibadan. Speaking at the Open Day, the Centre
Coordinator, Sr Rita Akin-Otiko observed that
it was providential that the Sisters of St.
Louis, Nigeria Province Teachers’ and
Administrators’ Mentoring Services (SSLNP-
TAMS) officially launched on Tuesday 21
January 2020, which was the 25th
anniversary of the provincialisation of the
Nigeria arm of the SSL Institute. She
acknowledged the impetus given by the
current heads of four SSL schools to start the
services.

Among the guests at the Open Day were a few
Sisters of St Louis from within and outside
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10 Ibadan, the Bishop Emeritus of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Ibadan, His Grace, Felix Alaba
Job, Sisters of St. Louis, Fr. Felix Ethapemi,
teachers, school administrators and
professionals. Led by SrRita Akin-Otiko, the
centre team comprising Mr Anthony Adeboye
(ICT Facilitator), Mrs Oyinkansola Idowu
(Intern), Sr Madeleine Ohiri (Individual
Mentoring Facilitator) and Mr ‘Pelumi
O’Dunsin (English Class Facilitator) explained
to the guests the various services available at
the centre. The menu include:

● Training in Teaching Pedagogy
● Training in Administrative Arts
● Individualised Mentoring
● English Language Class
● Introduction to ICT Application

These services are provided in form of
seminars, workshops and consultation which
can be customised to the needs of individuals,
groups and schools, and can be onsite or
offsite. The following are photos of the Open
Day and activities of the centre since the
inception to date.
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’Pelumi O’Dunsin,
Chief Editor
pelumi.dunsin@yahoo.com
+234 (0)706 204 7492

Anthonia Eneanya SSL
Assistant Chief Editor
toniauc@yahoo.com
+234 (0)703 792 9969

The Communications Office now has a corporate email,
sslcomm.ng@gmail.com. Expect to get Contact and
updates via the mail address regularly. Write to us too.

CORPORATE EMAIL

Word to Live By

31 December 2019

Editorial

Dear Sisters & Friends,

We cannot but continually give thanks to God for all His
blessings.  He blesses us as individuals and as a family.  When
I think of the above popular song we usually sing after our
meals as SSL! “Bless the Lord Oh my soul”!  (What a beautiful
tradition)!  I think of a grateful heart!  One good way to  thank
God for all His blessings is to sing Him hymns and Psalms.

We actually have every course to give thanks to God.  If
only we can pause for a while and think about yesterday, think
of seeing the light of each new day, new week and …new year!
For us SSL and especially Nigeria Province we can’t but bless
Him for His unending love for the past twenty five years.
Blessed be His Holy Name!

As we begin another year amidst thanksgiving, we present
to you, our first edition of Contact for the year 2020.  Thank
you all for your usual contributions.  Let us keep telling our
stories.  We’d love your feedback on how we can make this
year better!

God bless us all!

“We are celebrating
25 years of offering
life to thousands of
children, youth,
women and men
through education,
health, faith and
moral formation,
empowerment, social
services ”

— Christie Kure, SSL

Anthonia Eneanya

Inspirational
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1st Sr. Maria Agada Birthday

  3rd Sr. Mary Okewola Birthday

 7th Sr. Perpetua Oloba Feastday

17th Sr. Patricia Ojo Feastday

17ᵗʰ Sr. Patricia Ebegbulem Feastday

December 25, 2019

Grateful Hearts!

Reflection  on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of the canonical
erection of the Nigeria Province of
SSL . (Jan. 2020).


