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This Mother
Must not Suffer!
Rita Akin-Otiko SSL Speaks on the
Occasion of the 55th Anniversary of St.
Louis Grammar School, Ibadan
by Anthonia Eneanya SSL and
‘Pelumi O’Dunsin,
Ibadan

Sr. Rita Akin-Otiko making her speech on the
occasion

S

r. Rita Akin-Otiko has urged the
alumnae of St. Louis Grammar School,
Mokola, Ibadan, Nigeria as well as other
stakeholders of the great school to ‘take a
reflective look at the past, a precautionary
stare at the present and a visionary gaze into
the future’ to ensure the that the noble alma
—continued on page 3
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THE BLESSING OF A
NEW ACADEMIC BUILDING
AT ST. LOUIS SCHOOL OF MIDWIFERY,
ZONKWA
by Editorial Team: Gankon Esther Swatkassah, Udoh Esther Xavier,
Oyindamola Seun, Emenike Maryann,
Zonkwa

O

n Tuesday 9 February 2016 a new school building was
commissioned at St. Louis School of Midwifery, Zonkwa. It was a brief
but memorable event. It started with the morning devotion at about
7:30am which was held in the former school auditorium. After, the students
moved to their different classrooms for their first lectures.
At about 10:00am, the students, teaching and non-teaching staff and
invited guests (representatives of the Advisory Board, the Administrator of
the St. Louis Hospital, Fr. Henry Boman; the Deputy Matron of St. Louis
Hospital, Mrs. Entonom; the Parish Priest of St. Francis Church, Fr. Aaron and
the Engineers that constructed the building) all matched to the new site for
the commissioning. At exactly 11:23am the Catholic Bishop of Kafanchan
Diocese arrived and immediately the ritual for the opening of the new site
commenced.
In his speech, His Lordship, Rt. Rev Dr. Joseph Danlami Bagobiri
appreciated the efforts of all who made the building project possible,
—continued on page 2
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Views of the new block of classrooms

Cutting the ribbon is the Bishop of Kafanchan Diocese, Most Revd. J. D Bagobiri with Sr.
Christiana Adefority & Fr. Aaron Abayomi.

particularly the donors and the initiators of the project.
After the blessing of the building, there was light
refreshment. Then the media crew of the great
institution had the interviews with the Bishop of the

diocese and a few others. The occasion ended
successfully at some minutes past 12 noon. Indeed the
students are all grateful.

INTERVIEWS
Interview with His Lordship Most
Rev. Dr. Joseph Bagobiri, Catholic
Bishop of Kafanchan Diocese
CREW: As the school Proprietor, how
do you feel about the new upgrade of
this great institution?
BISHOP: It is a very positive
development. I commend the Principal
and I pray that the new development
will reposition the school.
CREW: What is your advice to student
midwives on new the facility?
BISHOP: They should see it as a great
opportunity because I have visited a
lot of higher institutions, but some of
these institutions do not have up to the
structures here. So, I hope that the
building will help in enhancing the
zeal of students to acquire knowledge.
CREW: What other factors do you
think will help to see that St. Louis
School of Midwifery reaches the best
standard in Nursing and Midwifery in
Nigeria?
BISHOP: (i) The Standard that is laid
by the school management, (ii) the

expertise and capability of the tutors
and (iii) Effective teaching-learning
relationship between the staff and the
students.
Interview with Fr. Henry Boman
(New School Chaplain)
CREW: In what way will you advise
the student midwives to utilize the
building?
CHAPLAIN: Going by the nursing
and midwifery profession, I will
encourage students to make good use
of this opportunity because it comes
once in a life time. With these
buildings there is no excuse that
students should fail.
Interview with Sr. Christiana
Adeforiti (School Principal)
CREW: As the School Principal of this
great institution, how do you feel that
this great achievement happened
during your time?

PRINCIPAL: I have nothing to say
than to thank God Almighty, who
made this to be possible.
Interview with Mr. Femi Dayo (a
tutor)
CREW: How do you see the new
building enhancing your teaching?
TUTOR: It is a marvellous, a good
development from the management. I
shall do my best to discharge my
duties to my student.
Interview with Engineer Alexandra
(construction manager)
CREW: Why is the building painted
ash and milk colours?
ENGINEER: The structure is
designed, constructed and finished
with the consideration of the persons
that will use it. The assumption is that
nurses are pure, beautiful and clean
persons, hence the colours used.

—continued on page 3
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Interview with James Precious
(Student midwife)
CREW: How do you and your mates
intend to care for your new classroom?
STUDENT: I am excited. We shall do
our best in taking care of the structure
provided. I urge the School Management
to keep up the good work because there
are still more things to do.

LEFT: Students and Staff of the school at the event
RIGHT: Sr. Perpetual Oloba, Fr. Henry Boman, the Bishop of Kafanchan, Most
Revd. J. D Bagobiri & Sr. Christiana Adefority at the preparation for the
blessing of the new block

This Mother Must not Suffer —continued from page 1

mater (nurturing mother in Latin) does not suffer. She
said this in her keynote address on the occasion of the
school’s 55th anniversary held on Sunday 7 February
2016.
Going down memory lane, she eulogised the pioneers:
Bishop Richard Finn S.M.A. (1912-1989), one time
Bishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Ibadan who
founded the school on 7 February 1961; Sisters
Dympna Drury, SSL (first Principal), Marie Jeanne, SSL
and Mary Murray SSL, the founding team, and
Archbishop F.A.A. Job, the Archbishop emeritus of the
Catholic Archdiocese of Ibadan, who saw that the
school grew in leaps and bounds with the same
passion as his predecessor from his assumption of
office in 1974. She also listed the principals of the
school as well as the Sisters who have taken the charge
of the school boarding house since the retirement of
Sr. Dympna Dury, SSL.
Sr. Rita Akin-Otiko lamented the abrupt takeover of the
running of the school as well as others in 1977, barely
16 years into her existence, by the military
government. Now about forty years later, the school is
a shadow of her former glory. ‘One can imagine how
painful that must have been as the original owners had
little or no say in the running of their schools and even
more heart-breaking was their having to watch the
standard of education gradually slip into murkiness,’
she said. In spite of this sad reality, Sr. Dympna Drury,
SSL, who is now over 90 years old, maintained a high
standard of learning in the school till she retired in June

A cross-section of students of St. Louis Grammar school,
alumnae, St. Louis Sisters and friends at the Founders’ Day
thanksgiving Mass held at the school Boarding House Chapel

1982 having served meritoriously for over 21 years.
She enjoys her retirement back home in Ireland with
the support and love of her past students especially
those resident in Ireland. Since her retirement, the
school has had six principals in the senior school and
four in the junior school.
Like all St. Louis-run schools, the school was originally
built to accommodate 540 students. However, the
school has since been expanded into two, junior and
senior, with the school sports field which was once the
pride of St. Louis Grammar School and which served as
training ground and recreational facility, sacrificed to
accommodate the junior school. Currently the Senior
School has 950 students, 31 permanent teachers, 25
Youth Corp members and 8 PTA employed teachers,
while the Junior School has a total of 1, 270 students,
—continued on page 4
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This Mother Must not Suffer
—continued from page 3

25 permanent teachers, 10 Youth Corp
members and 19 PTA employed teachers.
Sr. Rita aki-Otiko, SSL argued, ‘one wonders
how easy it is to run these schools with a
potential high turnover of staff since, as
has been quoted, less than 50% of the
teachers are permanent staff.’
‘Unlike most schools that suffered the
same fate of government takeover of
schools,’ said Sr. Rita Akin-Otiko, SSL (who
has once served as Sister-in-charge of the
school boarding house and currently the
Assistant Sister-in-charge), ‘the Sisters of St.
Louis have consistently been a vibrant part
of the school especially in their service to
girls who live in the boarding section of the
school. So, we can thankfully say that the
spirit of the founding Sisters of St. Louis
lives on in St. Louis Grammar School. The
Sisters of St. Louis have remained
committed to the education of the girl-child
and the vision and dream of the founding
father and mother, Bishop Richard Finn
and Sister Dympna Drury respectively. To
the glory of God, St. Louis is the only public
school in Oyo State which still has its
boarding section not just as a token
representation but functioning so well that
it provides a taste of the old order which
was characterized by faith, morals and
academic standard.’
Sr. Rita Akin-Otiko, SSL therefore charged
the alumnae to chart the course on how
the quality of education in St. Louis
Grammar School and by extension, in
Nigeria, can be improved. She argued that
whatever is expended on education can
neither be too much or a waste. She
charged her audience to sit not on the
fence but pay attention to what needs to
be done to restore St. Louis Grammar
School, Mokola to its past glory. Against the
indictment of Pope Francis’ claim that ‘in
this globalized world, we have fallen into
globalized indifference. We have gotten
used to the sufferings of others; it doesn’t
affect me, it doesn’t concern me; it’s none
of my business’, she charged the alumnae
of the great institution to rise and salvage
what is left of their great alma mater.
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2016/2017 POSTULANTS
RECEPTION IN DASSA:
A JOYFUL BEGINNING

2016/2017 SET POSTULANTS after the reception (L/R: Rosemary Yuadoo,
Confidence Udeh, Helen Iheakachi, Angelina Francis and Maria Agada)

by Rosemary Ukase (Postulant),
Dassa

W

hat a joyful day! The reception of the postulants of set
2016/2017 was held on Saturday 6 February 2016 on the
Feast of St. Paul Miki & Companions. We began the day
with meditation, prayer and the Holy Mass, then we made
preparations for the event which later commenced at about 5pm. We
started with a procession outside the chapel, singing and dancing for
joy into the chapel following the beautiful melody of the song titled
“What a joyful day, the day of the Lord”.
After we had chanted the psalms and, we (aspirants) were called
forward and officially received as postulants into the Institute of the
Sisters of St. Louis by Sr. Margaret Yusufu (the vocation directress),
on behalf of the Province. The Divine office and Praying Companion
were presented to each of us as a symbol of our commitment. After
that, the mantilla was put on us by Sr. Theresa Peter, the postulant
mistress. We rendered our special number titled “I will rejoice”
because it was a joyful day for all of us.
We were honoured by the presence of the Provincial Leader, Sr.
Isabel Mann, who happened to be in our Community for a brief visit.
This reminded me of the appearance of Anna the prophetess at the
temple just at the moment when the child Jesus was brought into the
temple by the parents for presentation, for us it was more than a
coincidence. We danced, ate and drank to our satisfaction. It was a
remarkable day for us. We prayed that God should give us the grace
to persevere to the end.

The Pope & the Church

by Anthonia Eneanya SSL,
Ibadan

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2016
‘The works of mercy on the road of the Jubilee’
1. Mary, the image of a Church
which evangelises because she is
evangelised
In the Bull of Indiction of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I asked
that “the season of Lent in this Jubilee
Year be lived more intensely as a
privileged moment to celebrate and
experience God’s mercy”
(Misericordiae Vultus, 17). By calling for
an attentive listening to the word of
God and encouraging the initiative “24
Hours for the Lord”, I sought to stress
the primacy of prayerful listening to
God’s word, especially his prophetic
word. The mercy of God is a
proclamation made to the world, a
proclamation which each Christian is
called to experience at first hand. For
this reason, during the season of Lent
I will send out Missionaries of Mercy as
a concrete sign to everyone of God’s
closeness and forgiveness.
After receiving the Good News told to
her by the Archangel Gabriel, Mary, in
her Magnificat, prophetically sings of
the mercy whereby God chose her.
The Virgin of Nazareth, betrothed to
Joseph, thus becomes the perfect icon
of the Church which evangelizes, for
she was, and continues to be,
evangelized by the Holy Spirit, who
made her virginal womb fruitful. In the
prophetic tradition, mercy is strictly
related – even on the etymological
level – to the maternal womb
(rahamim) and to a generous, faithful
and compassionate goodness (hesed)

shown within marriage and family
relationships.
2. God’s covenant with humanity:
a history of mercy
The mystery of divine mercy is
revealed in the history of the covenant
between God and his people Israel.
God shows himself ever rich in mercy,
ever ready to treat his people with
deep tenderness and compassion,
especially at those tragic
moments when infidelity
ruptures the bond of the
covenant, which then
needs to be ratified more
firmly in justice and truth.
Here is a true love story, in
which God plays the role of
the betrayed father and husband,
while Israel plays the unfaithful child
and bride. These domestic images – as
in the case of Hosea (cf. Hos 1-2) –
show to what extent God wishes to
bind himself to his people.

soul, and with all your might” (Dt 6:4-5).
As the Son of God, he is the
Bridegroom who does everything to
win over the love of his bride, to whom
he is bound by an unconditional love
which becomes visible in the eternal
wedding feast.
This is the very heart of the apostolic
kerygma, in which divine mercy holds a
central and fundamental place. It is
“the beauty of the saving love of God

“I desire mercy,
and not sacrifice”
(Mt 9:13).

This love story culminates in the
incarnation of God’s Son. In Christ, the
Father pours forth his boundless
mercy even to making him “mercy
incarnate” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8). As
a man, Jesus of Nazareth is a true son
of Israel; he embodies that perfect
hearing required of every Jew by the
Shema, which today too is the heart of
God’s covenant with Israel: “Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord;
and you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your

made manifest in Jesus Christ who
died and rose from the dead”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 36), that first
proclamation which “we must hear
again and again in different ways, the
one which we must announce one way
or another throughout the process of
catechesis, at every level and moment”
(ibid., 164). Mercy “expresses God’s
way of reaching out to the sinner,
offering him a new chance to look at
himself, convert, and believe”
(Misericordiae Vultus, 21), thus
restoring his relationship with him. In
Jesus crucified, God shows his desire
to draw near to sinners, however far
they may have strayed from him. In
this way he hopes to soften the
hardened heart of his Bride…

Access the full text at <http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20151004_messaggio-quaresima2016.html>
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WAKE UP
THE WORLD
by Theresa Peter SSL,
Dassa

A cross section of the Religious and faithful
during the procession to the Church

W

e are called to know and show that God is
able to fill our hearts to the brim with happiness; that we need not seek our happiness
elsewhere; that the authentic fraternity found in our
communities increases our joy; and that our total selfgiving in service to the Church, to families and young
people, to the elderly and the poor, brings us life-long
personal fulfillment.
None of us should be dour, discontented and dissatisfied, for “a gloomy disciple is a disciple of gloom”.
Like everyone else, we have our troubles, our dark
nights of the soul, our disappointments and infirmities,
our experience of slowing down as we grow older. But in
all these things we should be able to discover “perfect
joy”. For it is here that we learn to recognize the face of
Christ, who became like us in all things, and to rejoice in
the knowledge that we are being conformed to him who,
out of love of us, did not refuse the sufferings of the
cross. —Pope Francis
This was part of the message of Pope Francis on
his expectation for the Year of Consecrated Life which
began on the first Sunday of Advent 2015 and ended
on 2 February 2016 (the Feast of the Presentation of
the Lord). In the Republic of Bénin, the grand finale
was a week-long programme beginning with a Marathon race by Religious Men and Women from the four
corners of Bénin to Parakou, the Diocese chosen for
the celebration. They were accompanied by the police,
soldiers, sportsmen and other supporters from Bénin,
Canada and France.
On Sunday, 7 February, about two thousand Religious Men and Women assembled at the Archdiocese
of Parakou to celebrate the gift of themselves to the

“I want to say one word
to you and this word is joy.
Wherever consecrated people are,
there is always joy!”
Church. The Mass was celebrated by the Apostolic
Nuncio for Bénin and Togo, Monseigneur Brian Okaigwe, and concelebrated by 55 Priests from the Archdiocese and the nearby Dioceses.
In his homily, the Nuncio reminded us of the call of
the Holy Father to all religious to “wake up the world”.
Since the distinctive sign of consecrated life is prophecy, “to be prophets who witness to how Jesus lived on
this earth…”, a religious must never abandon prophecy.
He also encouraged us to be agents of evangelization
in the world that is plagued by violence, terrorism and
lukewarmness in faith. He acknowledged the importance of religious to the Church and encouraged us to
take our rightful place in the Church and be witnesses
to the gospel. He also quoted these lines from the letter of Pope Francis to all religious.
“Men and women religious, like all other
consecrated persons, have been called, as I
mentioned, “experts in communion”. So I am hoping
that the “spirituality of communion”, so emphasized
by Saint John Paul II, will become a reality and that
you will be in the forefront of responding to “the
great challenge facing us” in this new millennium:
“to make the Church the home and the school of
communion.” I am sure that in this Year you will
make every effort to make the ideal of fraternity
pursued by your founders and foundresses expand
everywhere, like concentric circles”. —Pope Francis.
It was a day to remember, we pray the Lord of the
harvest to send labourers to his vineyard and that the
dream of our founder of a world healed, transformed
and unified may be a reality in our time.
—continued on page 11
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Miscellanies

February
Birthdays
Feastdays

Musings issue 50
is out!

2nd

Sr. Agnes Kehinde Ojo

Birthday

5th

Sr. Agatha Nwanyanwu

Feastday

6th

Sr. Dorothy Yayock

Feastday

7th

Sr. Juliana Ajayi

Feastday

8th

Sr. Felicia Ogundana

Birthday

12th

Sr. Roseline James

Birthday

Be sure to check your mails
regularly!

CORPORATE EMAIL
The Communications Office now has a corporate email,
sslcomm.ng@gmail.com. Expect to get Contact and
updates via the mail address regularly. Write to us too.
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Photo Album
Feature
PHOTOS OF THANKSGIVING
MASS FOR SISTERS ISABEL
AND MARIA

Sr. Maria Ehikioya, PLT representative to Ibadan Area, speaks on the
occasion of the 55th Anniversary of St. Louis Grammar School, Ibadan,
recently
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Sr. Isabel Mann with the 2016/2017 Postulants in Dassa
recently

Report

ADVENTURE TO MARIAN GROTTO OF DASSA-ZOUMÉ
by Angelina Francis (Postulant),
Dassa

T

he Marian Grotto is one of the
most popular places in Dassa
-Zoumé in the Republic of
Bénin. It is a national pilgrimage
centre where people go to
commune with our Mother Mary.
The national pilgrimage is held once
in a year, but societies and
organizations also hold pilgrimages
on monthly as well as weekly basis.
We learnt that during the national
pilgrimage, a lot of people come
from different States and countries
for the pilgrimage, with the

pre

Sisters Theresa Peter, Magaret Yusufu and the Postulants pray the Rosary at the
Marian Grotto

sident of the Republic always in
attendance.

Sr. Theresa and the Postulants at breakfast

Sr. Theresa and the Postulants descending the
mountain

Tuesday 2 February 2016, the Feast
of the Presentation of the Lord in
the temple, was a special day for the
consecrated persons — they are a
gift to the Church as declared by
Pope Francis. Moreover, it was a
great and wonderful day for all of
us. Beginning from breakfast, we
had special meals through the day.
In the evening, we went to the
Marian Grotto. The place is
surrounded by trees, rocks and a
huge mountain; there are also
images of the passion of the Lord
carved out of stone beginning from
the foot of the mountain to the top
which are used for Stations of the
Cross during pilgrimages.

We climbed up the mountain until
we were unable to go further and
we took so many beautiful
photographs. When we descended
from the mountain, we went to the
foot of our Lady’s image, the model
of all Religious, and prayed the
rosary there before returning home.
At home, we continued the
celebration with candle light
procession which began from the
Marian Grotto in our compound to
the Chapel for the Holy Mass.
At Mass, Fr. Kolawole the celebrant
encouraged us that as we have
consecrated our lives to the service
of God, we should try to live
righteous and exemplary lives for
people to imitate. He prayed that
God would strengthen us in His
service. We enjoyed
ourselves to the full that
day. Most of all, we prayed
that God would help us to
be dedicated and
persevere to the end.

Srs Margaret Yusufu, Theresa peter
and the Postulants with the Apostolic
Nuncio to Benin (A Nigerian)

Candlelight possession at the Postulancy
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LOUISVILLE TACKLES GLOBAL WARMING

LGHS students present their findings at a school seminar

by Mr. Ochechi Francis,
Ijebu-Itele

L

earning has been said to be
the gradual and constant
change in the attitude of an
individual. One of the ways of ensuring this lifelong learning is
through rigorous reading and research activities Thus, to promote
research and foster extensive reading among students, the management of Louisville Girls High School,
Ijebu-Itele, Ogun State, Nigeria,
dedicated the second term of the
2015/2016 academic session to
empirical research, whereby the
students would engage in researches on issues that are gripping the
world. One of such issues is Global
Warming, an issue that leaders of
the world have at various times deliberated on. The most notably was
the June 2015 summit of the G8

nations in Paris, France on Global
Warming.
Global Warming, which is seen
as the change in the earth's climatic
condition or temperature, is a topic
that has been brought to the
world's consciousness in recent
times. This warming, the students
noted in their presentations at the
gathering of the entire school in the
institution's auditorium, has been
caused by a host of human activities which include deforestation
and regular burning of burning fossil fuels.
The students at the end of their
presentations offered useful and
pragmatic suggestions on how Global Warming can be managed and
controlled. These suggestions have
been embraced by the school in
great measure, particularly, as the

school is making every effort in ensuring the school environment becomes lurch green.
Other topics being researched
on by the students include: ISIS and
the unrest in the Middle East; The
Era of Cell Phones; Agriculture and
Food Production, and Poverty and
its statistics. The school hopes that
by the end of the term, conscious
steps will have been taken to stimulate reading and research among
the girls. Also, solutions will have
been proffered to some of the
world's problems.
On a winning note, in continuing her excellent winning tradition,
Louisville Itele has emerged as the
best Catholic school in a Pre
WASSCE competition, organized by
the Catholic Diocese of Ijebu-Ode.

CELEBRATING THE GRAND FINALE OF THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE
by Anthonia Eneanya SSL,
Ibadan

T

he Sisters of St. Louis joined their counterparts in
the association of Consecrated Men and Women
on Tuesday 2 February 2016 t celebrate the grand
finale of the year of Consecrated Life as declared by Pope
Francis in Ibadan. The event which took place at our Lady
Seat of Wisdom Chaplaincy, University of Ibadan, kicked
off with the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.
In his homily, the Vicar for Consecrated persons, Rev. Fr.
Justus OP, on behalf of the association, thank the
Archbishop, Most Revd. Dr. Gabriel ‘Leke Abegunrin, the
—continued on page 11
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The Archbishop of Ibadan Catholic Archdiocese, Most Revd. Dr. Gabriel
‘Leke Abegunrin with Sr. Isabel Mann, Juliana Ajayi and other Women
Religious.

Reports

A Testimony!
by Anthonia Eneanya SSL,
Ibadan
‘…They are alive o, they are alive! Please continue to
serve this your God …’ Words like these and more were
echoed by concerned people who witnessed the saving
mission of Christ Jesus and Our Mother Mary in the
lives of Sisters Isabel Mann, Maria Ehikioya and Mr.
Eli Tokan, the chauffeur, on Tuesday 9 February 2016,
in a ghastly road accident on the way to Oyo.
As Sisters of St. Louis, we have a tradition of calling
on our Lady of the High Way to intercede for us before
her Son for safety whenever we embark on a journey
and when praying for travellers. Whether we prayed it
mechanically or with faith, we struggle to stay awake
oftentimes shortly after our prayers. We would dose off,
resting our case in His hands. As a child rests in his
mother’s arms, so is our soul in the loving care of our
Lord God and Saviour (Psalm 131:2). Have our prayers
been answered? Do we need a piece of evidence to show
that our prayers have been answered?

Although we do not need
a piece of evidence, here is
yet an instance, an
assurance for us to remain
steadfast in our prayers. In
the photograph of the
wrecked car stands the
Statute of Our Lady who
despite the crash, was not
affected in anyway. The
windscreen was all
shattered, no other item on
the dash board was left
untouched except the
Statute!
‘We do not have to travel
to Rome to bring back the
Statute of our Lady before
we can experience her
miraculous intercession. She
is always there!’ said
Monsignor Fadeyi, the
celebrant at the
Thanksgiving Mass for
Sisters Maria and Isabel
which was well attended by
Kolapo and Mokola
communities on behalf of the

The Stature of Our Lady of
the High Way, just like our
Sisters and their driver,
miraculously survived the
crash

entire St. Louis family.
May our Lady of the High
Way continue to intercede
for us, Amen!

Grand Finale of Year of Consecrated Life —continued from page 11

Emeritus Archbishop, Most Revd. Dr. F. A. Job and the
entire Priests of the Archdiocese of Ibadan for their
cooperation especially during the year. Speaking to the
congregation, the Vicar admonished members of the
association to yield to Pope Francis’ call to ‘Wake up the
World’.

The event was graced with the presence of His Grace,
Archbishop Gabriel Abegunrin who was also the Chief
celebrant, the host parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Ezekiel Owoeye,
as well as Monsignors, Superiors of various congregations
and many others. The event was concluded at Pope John
Paul II Hall where series of entertainments took place.

Sr. Kehinde Ojo’s 40th Birthday coincided with the Grand Finale of
the Year of Consecrated life. Her twin sister shared the moments
with her at the Provincial House. Many Happy Returns Sister!
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Mercy Says No!
NEEDS
ASSESSMENT
(My reflection on ‘unfreeze, change and freeze’,
theory of change by Kurt Lewin)
by Bridget Monehin SSL

Though change is a challenge,
Though change is a fear,
Change is the process to perfection -Think deeply and change.
Change isn’t an event but a process;
How do I react to change?
Change isn’t for me but others -Think deeply and unfreeze.
Change helps us to unfreeze;
It helps us to become a better version of
ourselves.
Change is the change to divinity:
Think deeply before you freeze.
Hmmn, I gave all I’ve got to make this
apostolate what it is today;
Without me it would have been in a mess.
You’ll freeze, unless you change -Think deeply before you freeze.
I must freeze now, I can’t move.
I’m too comfortable now, no need for change.
Why do we resist change as we grow older?
Think deeply and unfreeze.
We forget in a rush the initial innocence and
simplicity
With which we entered religious life,
The eagerness to keep the promises and vows
…
The world will begin to change when we begin
to change;
Daughters of Bautain, remember the three
words:
UNFREEZE, CHANGE AND FREEZE.
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Dear Family,
Mercy is what we eat and
breathe; mercy is what has
preserved us thus far…
Mercy and love are the
core of God’s nature;
God is mercy. It is this
mercy we are called to
seek and give this Lenten
season, that we may be like
Him who loves us.
The world is sick with all
kinds of wickedness: lying, killing, infidelity, broken
promises and homes, and on…. The creation
groans under the wrath of a merciful, righteous
God. If God were to judge us, where would
we be? But for mercy, we should be pitiable
objects of His wrath!
Daily, we hear of epidemic outbreaks, of mishaps and
wars. Sometimes, we have near-miss brushes with death,
yet we are not consumed. We ply the same road on which
others have perished; we eat from the same stock of food
that others ate and died; we breathe from the same air that
is so polluted with poison and fear…. Yet, we are here. Is it
our good work or our good look? None of it! It is God’s
mercy. Thank God for His infinite mercy!
Cece Winans wrote in her song: When
sin demanded justice for my soul, Mercy said
no — I'm not gonna let you go; I'm not
gonna let you slip away. You don't have to
be afraid. Mercy said no!
Thank you for all your contributions to
the making of this issue. Happy reading!
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